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" ir our light afflifiion which is but for a moment, worketh for 
w 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; ; while 
*4 look not at the things which are ſeen, but as the things 
which ave not. ſeen. For the things which are ſcen are tem- 
poral, but ”m things which are not [cen are eternal, © Car, 
, 4-17,1 
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ant pris & poſted deſpiciant, ne videantur non ex 
judicio, ſed ex odii preſumptiene ignorata — 
. Hiern. ' 


os Ml d1ris mls iam; Tots darko x7 + ab 
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"T0'THE 
Honourable the LADY 


Elizabeth Barnadiſton. 
A T. the Deſire of the Authors Rela- 


tions, | prefix yourLadyſhips Name 
to a Treatiſe by himſelf prepared 
for the Preſs, and committed to my pur- 
uſal at the (motion of Dr, Bates, who a- 
mong the brighteſt Luminaries now ſhines 
in his expected and defired Firmament. 
- The enſuing Picture drawn by his im- 
partial Intimate, will revive your remem- 
brance of the Bleſſed Mr. Cooper, who was 
ſo highly eſteemed by your Honourable Mo- 
ther, and (amgng| many. other eje&ed Mi- 
niſters) no ſmall ſharer in the effets of her 
Beneficence, | which ſhe exerted there not as 
a' Bogan to oblige the Needy; but for.a' Te. 
fitmony to that gauſe for which he ſbfftcred, 
and a juſt- xeturn;to his occaſional Labours; 
whence greater. Bleſſings werr aigiien ro 
Rally A 2 r= 


| The Dedication. 
herſelf and Family. But ſeeing the Subje&t 
reared of, viz. The” Glory of The Saints Re- 
ward is that undes the Power whereof you 
determine your Choice, bear your Aﬀyli- 
Qions,. and. dire& your Aﬀings, it would 
be vain to fabour ar a forther Apofogy for 
this = _ : Si 
The Deſign purſned by the high dilplays 
of Efory irclis Book reſpe&t bk mam. 
and Saints. F. SPES NP GS 
Sinners ar concernedly pegſwadet to 
enter into the way of Heaven, from a .Con- 
viction that the good there received infi- 
nirely exceeds in Pleafure; Hogour, and Ad» 
vantage; whatever can-be found _ —_ 
courſe. This part is {6 wa fely , 
managed, chavcks Aer verb avaſt 
aſcribe his ruin to bis owa perverfeneſs , 
for this motive from eternal Rewards is en- 
forced with that account of ithe'ivaniry :and 
vileneſ(s of 2 temporal Bliſs; 'as muſt pur any 
conſideting- Perfon' tothe bloſh, who. fers 
vp Earth as a/Rival with Heaven; or takes 
ap witha Portion init, yea, though end+ 
leſs Miſery:were not the Wages of tharMiad- 
neſs *' Yer/afſaved this laſt will 'be found 
rrue, arid "that'God governerhus; by: fear 
as well as bope;rhe prudent Ce rye" | 
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Hell in 2 manncr- fit to texrific the moſt ſe 


cure from penliſting io ungadiine(s, totheir 
Chriſt and forfeiture of this great 
nM. : a 

_ The mind impreſſed with the profpet of 
theſe two:exeremely different States he 
leaves. neither under deſpair of recovery; 
nor yet undey darkneſs what means he 
fhould apply himſelf to: And therefore, he 
preſcribes the method to be uſed by the un- 
converted, yer ftill in a dependance on the 
Grace of Chriſt from the demonſtrated im- 
potency of meer nature, and total want of 
human merit'z and encourageth a compli- 
ance with the faid merhod by full aſſurances 
that a difappointment cannot ariſe from 
ous fallen State 25 irrecoverable.-. But leaſt 
the miſtaken Preſumption of the Hypocrite 
ſhould fix bis danger by a claim to Saintſhip, 
he faithfully ſtates the infallible fign of the 
Heirs of this heavenly Kingdom, andwarns 
againſt a conceit of laſery. before theſe be 
evident, The other part of his deligw is 


- to fix the Eyes of Saints (fo upon this" cer- 


tain and glorious Crown of Late,-'as thence 
ro derive relief and" firength againlt choſe? 
endangering Snares, worldly Allarements,' 
afflicive Sufferings, and tixcſame Labours: 
| which 


which will -attend- them in their -Pilgri- 
mage this he treats of as a Man firf forced 
on this Subje& for a divine compolednefs 
under his own exerciſe, and thenfrom the 
experimented fixing & tranſporting power 
thereof commends the ſameto Zion's Mour. 
ners, as effectual to make them happier 
even under Sufferings, than without them, 
It may be leſs proper in 2n Epiſtle to your 
Ladyſhip to mention the dodrinal points 
wherein this divinely heated Soul diſcovers 
much Light and Judgment. How accu- 
rately and ſtrongly doth he prove againſt 
the Antizonians the lawfulnels of a Saints 
reſpefF to the recompence of reward, the 
reQoral connexion between Golpel Duties 
and Benefits z the neceſlity of Repentance 
in order to forgiveneſs, &c. which 1 hope 
will be the more regarded from him, be- 
cauſe bis opinion about Predetermination 
and the obje& of Reprobation 'is more plea- 
{tiag 10 them, than that of others of- us be. 
Madam ! a Book of which theſe are the 
Centents, muſt be acceptableto ane, ig 
whom ſuch 'Truths had an early regenera- 
ting' Power, and can carail ca Poſterity a 
great-ftock' of Prayers. (ent up by the Au- 
thor,” and-his- Brethren, art the eequeſt = 
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the Wimbleton, whole. Death inyues 
TS, imizztion of her exemplary Life» 
nie Io Langiing) with onanen Author 


agw beholgpng.egd ing that Glo- 
= its fullneſs,the Sb Simple where- 
o&* ſufficed to raiſe them As this World; 


and reconcile them to Death,yet were theie 
- preſent Station capable of a bluſh, refle&i- 
ons on their low Apprehenſions, remiſs La- 
bours, Y Cn layings out, and faint long- 
that Glory, would compel it. 
RE but a few moments, and our State is 
decided for Etergity,and the unieen World 
11 be felt in its greatneſs (as well as reali- 
ty) beyond our comprehenſion. Oh, what 
a —_— will the very Borders of it make in 
our Thoughts, advancing, cleanſing, and 
improving fuch as are moſt ſublime and 
- beſt, whilſt all others periſh which are car- 
nal falſe or fooliſh ! 

That you may dayly proceed i 1N a meet- 
neſs for*Heaven, by further evideace of 
title, and agreeablenels of rempec; that 
none of your Off-ſpring may come thorg 
thereof by degenerating from their emi- 
nently pious Anceſtors; And that theſe 
uncontroverted Truths (which deſerved an 


carlies 


earlier Nin Brenc 
riot a5 We 
would Ns my Woe yl 
wy tal be = 
y &t hers; ſhall be the fervent 


Prayer of, 


Atatdam, © 
now Laapſoip 


EPISTLE 


Some Memorials of he holy Life of that 
Learned Perſoa Mr. Feſepb Cooper, the 
Author of the enſuing Treatiſe. 


Ge ſome Readers are better pleas'd 
i J- with 4' Book, when they know who, and 
what manner of Perſon he was that wrott 
it, tho* it be excellent in itſelf, it is thought 
fit to prefix ſomething of the Charatters of 
ths Great and Good Man, both which Ti- 
tles the Reader ſhall find made good to him, 
before he hath gone over many Pages, Great 
for his Learning, and acquired Abilities, 
Good for, his extraordinary Piety, Modeſty, 
Sobriety, Contentment. with. his . Condition, 
and other Virtues and Excellenties of his 
Mind and Life., _. | , 

, it is not pretended to give a full account 
of his Life, .which could. not be done, bus 
ty ſuch zz knew him ab.incunabulis, or 8om- 


verſed 


The Epiſtle. 


verſed with him lony and intimately, 

ohh ſort it may eaſily be rorrang tc 
are few, if any, remaining : This Eſſay ie 
by one that knew him well, but not long, on- 
ly by the help of his own Papers, from whence 
the main wi this Intelligence is derived, he 
thinks he knew him thoroughly, intus & in 


cute. 1 know the whole Life of ſome Men' 


is not worth the writing, or veading: If 
their Lives or Epitaphs were ſet in a true 


Light, it were better they were written up- 


on the Duſt, or Dirt, than engraven on 
Marble or Braſs, or Printed on Paper, 1 
mean ſuch whoſe Atheiſm and Debaucheries 
have ſo corrupted their putrificd Memories, 
that no Balſams, nor balmy words can turn 
them into Mummy. Tea, there are fome 
good Men that have behaved themſelves to- 
lerably well in the world, yet having done 
mthing extraordinary to recommend thems- 
ſelves for ſomething of example and imite- 
tion, "tis better to let them fleep quietly in 
their Graves, than raiſe them up for nothing 
but to be ſeen. 

This doth not hinder, but that Men of 
rare Parts and Abilities may be ſhew'd to the 
world ; however, of obſcure and unpromiſing 
Beginnings ; yea, tho" their Candle burned 

| in 
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The- Epiſtle: 
in ſome obſeure Village, and therefore cou'd 
not much py > of, get may their 
——__ Reputation, like a Lamp that buru- 
' fth, or 4 Beacon upon 41 Hill, be expoſed 
for the benefit of this derk world, 1t"s true, 
ſuch as Diogenes Laertius, Plutarch, Cor- 
nelius Nepos, «aud our Learned Stanley, 
give us au account of Kings, great Phile- 
ſophers and Stateſmen: But iw the Holy 
Scriptures, we have the Life «and Sermons of 
poor Jeremy , of 4 Neat-heard, Amos, of 
induftrious Shepherds and mean Fiſhermen. 
This Mr. Joſeph Cooper was the Son of 
Mr. Hugh'Cooper # Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Preſton ix Shropſhire, and was borx is the 
Tear 1635: Of the firſt Septenary of bis 
Life, himſelf for, he could ſay nothing, of 
the two next he was ſorry he cowd ſay ſo 
much. Solomon' ſaith" it all in a few words, 
Childhood and Youth are vanity, that it is 
an Age. obnoxious to Vice and Miſcarriages. 
So about the. 20th, Year of his Age, neceſſity 
aravue him to take up with that ſort of Life, 
which # the leaſt fit for Study of any other, 
to wit of a Schook-maſter, at Clarely-home in 
the ſame County : \ Where not long after he 
began to preach. | 
when bi Life: was baif gon be began to live 
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the Life of a Man, and of a Chriſtians how 
he came uo take up, and leave theſe terrene 
Vanities, and Wickedneſſes, himſelf will tell 
us by and by, Now with unwearied ditt- 
gence, he fell to his Studies, ' and in about 
Ten or Twelve Tears Time made himſelf Ma- 
fter of much uſeful Learning. 

At firſt he obſerved 4 good ſtile in the La- 
tin Tongue, having' read diverſe of the ex- 


' cellent Maſters of it, #s Livy, Tully, 'and 


other Clafſlic 4uthors, 

Then he became very well skilled in the 
Greek-tongue, eſpecially ſuch ax concerned 
Chriſtian Religion, its Rites, Uſages, and 0- 
ther Hiſtories of it, which he learned frem 1g- 
natius, Ireneus, Euſebius, he maſterex 
the moſt knotty of them alt, Clemens Alex- 
andrinus. 

But bis chief exceMency lay in the Hebrew 
Tongue, which he made ſo much hu own, 
44 to be able towrite it : A Specimen whereof 
we (ee in his Dedicatory Epiſtle of his Domus 
Meſ. Clavis #0 Dy.” Caſtle, where we ſee 
though he defends the Antiquity and neceſſity 
of Points in the holy Bible, yet he himſelf was 
alle to vead and write too, without Points. * 
Points inaced, as he. diſputes,” are needful for 
po preſerte the-Purity of a Layguage, and for 
bers &. 4 young 
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oung Beginners, but the Maſters of Languare 
, 9 3 not, we ſee in the very YA, $6 
Cook-maids, thit have learned to write Short 


' band without Vowels. 


' There are many worthy Scholars guen a- 
mong the Ecclefiaſtics, that have never look'd 
into an Hebrew Bible, Others content them. 
ſetves that they can read it, or if they go far- 
ther with the help of the Hutterian Bible 
to find out the Radixes, or by the Interlineary 
of Arias Montanus #9. render it into Latin, 
this is enough, he is 4 great Doftor and Rabbin 
that can read his Hebrew without Points, But 
our Author was not only a great Textuary, and 
well verſed in Plantin's #npointed and porta- 
ble Bible , but took preat Pains to compare , 
Oriental Verſions with it, and eſpecially that, 
of the Septuagint, which any one ma ſee he 
ad throughly examined, «nd critically com. 
pared with the Hebrew. He read the Maſſrah, 
and other Jewiſh and Rabbinical Comment a. 
ries, as if they had been in Latin. | 
In the 34th Tear of his Age he publiſhed 
his Book which he ftiles Mn T9 AITBD Do- 
mus Moſaicz elavis, .4 Book which afl that 
wederſtand it muſt be thankful for,” ſo long as 
there is 4 Bible, the Book which his Vindiates, 
and if his Arguments hold not good, we may 
AT 02s have 
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have a Nh to aneeir a7 Fa. Aary 6 fa 
Senſe that wicked and [pelling Heads (ball 
Tony :. Af Book that ſbews him to have been 
# Man of much reading in variows Languages, 
wpon Various es, and judicious Obſer- 
ations, A Book that keeps the Field, and 
bas filenced the Adverſarics of the contrar 
Opinion, m0 one yet writing agaiw/t it, tho ; 
publiſhed 30 Years ſince. A Book that has 
gained the Author reputation amongſt all judi- 
cious Linguiſls, for which ſome have made 
enquiry 6% him, who he was, and where he 
awelPad before he dyed, and ſincehis Death, 
hearing he left a poor widow and deſolate Fa- 
mily, | Fe for the worth of the Man and the 
Book, relieved her and hers with a continued 
Penſion ; of which ſort ſhe has reaſon to com- 
memorate the Reverend and Learned Dy, 
Heskyt ſometime of St, Helens in Lon- 
on. | | 
His preaching was obſerved to be ſo comvi- 
five, (how forcible are right words Job 6, 
25.) and ſuccesful, that he was preſently ta- 
ten notice of, and amongſt other places, the 
People in and about Molely call'd hims to be 
their Paſtor, 4 place noted for its meanneſs 
* and obſcurity, in the County of Worceſter ; 
It affords but 20 Nobles a Tear in 4 ary War 
&- 


The Epiſtle. 
brlowging ts the Chappel : But being 4 Peewli- 
ar, and out of the inſpettion of the Biſbop, has 
always ſince the Reformation had an excellent 
Miniſter belonging to it, who flying - frons the 

of the ſpiritual Courts for Non-conforms- 
1y,hid themſelves in this ſmall and unregarded 
living. At this time ſach Men were better 
provided, and therefore ſome th the Town and 
vitinage, engaged to make up the living 501. 
per Annum,which they did for about 2 Tears 5 
whilſt they lrved he could keep his Living 5 for 
on the known Bartholomean Yeſpers he found 
an Afb of Parliament (we know by whom procit- 
red) to reach him whom the Eccleſtaſtical Fal- 
cheon could not touch. 1t muſt be acknowledg- 
ed that what theſe Gentlemen continued to grue 
him, made up the main of his Subſiſtence, both 
when he was in andont of his place ; Tet it 
ruſt farther be owned that he, and many 0- 
ther of his ſuffering Brethren, have had their 
Supplies from an unſeen Hand. It was the 
obſervation of one that is now in Heaven, that 
he and ſome others had carefully ſurveged- 
the County where they lived, which is one of 
the largeſt in England, and afforded as many 
Non-confdymiſts as any, yet ſaid he, .they 
alt tive, maintain their. Families, - pay their 
Debts, 


its 


wo 
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\ tts truegthere have been others that have 
been as great Critic's as he in theſe learned * 
Lang Wages, but let the Reader take this along 

ith him, that he got all by his own induſtry : 
He had no Maitre de langue, ſaving what he 
had as 4 School-boy : He converſed only with 
the Dumb : Silent writers were his inſtruttors: 
By him 4 Man may learn what induſtry can do, 
and what Labour can overcome bebdbr be aid 
all this when he had the noiſe of diverſe little 
Children,Ten at the leaſt,a large Family calling 


for Bread, mhich yet his paternal Care, and 


God's good Providence, as was ſaid before, did 
ſ#pply : He was moreover all this while 4 
conſtant Preacher, and which was more, an at+ 
ceptable, and followed Preacher , for our Ra- 
binnical Men are commonly the ſcorn of the 
Vulgay, they are better at Criticiſms thats 
Ehcation ; they that remember Mr. W heeler, 
Dr. Caſtle and ſome other ſuch like, know this 
fo be true : But our Author as he was happy in 
the ſacred Criticks, ſo he ſought to find out ac- 
ceptable words, Ecclef. 12. 19. 4nd, could ex- 
preſs hiniſelf ad captum populi,is his Mother 
Tongue, and with a certain kind of divine and 
winning Rhetoric draw them after him. _, 
He was no ſtranger to natural Philoſophy, 
nor the Mathemiticks, nor yel to — £7 
whic 


The Epiſtle. . | 
which by his fludy and converſation he had 
profited much : For he was an inquiſitive Per» 
fon, and learned greatly by learned Men, when 
he met with them. And by this means if God 
had bleſſed him with longer Lift, he intended 
to have gained an Addition to bis ſwbſi- 
ence. | ; 
p Tet all this Learning, Uſefulneſs, 1mizht 
4dd modeſty, Humility, and forbegr ance to med- 
dc with things wot concerning him, cou'd not 
keep him out of a Priſon. Once he lay in Wor- 
ceſter Goal for the great crime of Preaching, 
yet had the Conrage to preach the ſame day 
the Law releaſed him. At another time he 
was ſought after to undergo the [ame prefer- 
ment, but God hid him, as we may verily 
believe : For being ſearched for by ſome Troo-: 
pers [ent to his Howe on purpoſe, who not find-= 
ing him, one of them more ſuſpicious and dili- 
gent than the reſt, (wore the uſual! Oath, This 
fellow hides himſelf in the Chappel : whereup 
on he came to the Door , the Key was in it; 
turns and opens, looks about him and goes 
back, without farther ſearch: But had he gon 
in he bad certainly found the party he holed 
for, for thither Mr. C. had retired upon ſome 
wotice of their coming. _ 
His care of keeping 4 goo 
C 
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wards God and Man may moſt evidently be 
ſeep in a Paper found in his Study, wherein 
he anaertook diligently to ſearch and try his 
own Heart and Ways : Awork that too few are 
acquainted with, how profitable ſoever it is : 
we ſhall exhibit this writing in his own woras, 
when we have only told you, that his laying 
ſach a heavy charge againſt himſelf is, as 1 be- 
lieve,according to Truth anda juſtifiable thing, 
The Apoſtle $t.Paul, (to whos owr Author may 
in many things be compared, and whom he fol> 
lowed, though non 'paſhbus #quis) doth rhe 
very (ame, calling himſelf, the leaſt of the A- 
poſtles, the meaneſt of Saints : Sin had wrought 


in him all manner of concupiſcence: Sim tak- 


ing occaſion by the Commandment deceived 
him. In me, ſaith he, dwelleth no good thing, 
The good that 1 would 1 do not; when 1 would do 
good, Evil is preſent with me. 1 was 4 Blaſ- 
phemer, a Perſecutor, Injarious;, wonder 
not then to find our Anthorexpreſſing himſelf 
in ſuch words deteſting himſelf and his evil 
Courſes: But God had mercy on theſe two 
Men, who by his Grace became eminent 
Saints, and Preachers of his Grace: who as 
before their Converſion they were exceeding 
wile and ſinful, ar the time of its full of Pangs, 
«nd afterwards exceeding laborious for their 

| great 
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great Lord, and Maſter :, Add to this, that 
they both ſpake with Tongues more thaw 
many others, the one indeed by a mirach- 
lous Inſpiration, the other by the bleſſing of 
God upon his induſtry : The one ſpared nt 
his Corinthians, was afraid of his Galati- 
ans, wept over his Philippians, ſo was the 
other very zealous for his People, reprovs 
freely, praying and weeping plentifuily for 
bis beloved Flock at Molely. 

But to return to his Paper which he never 
thought ſhaw'd have been publiſhed, but was 
reſerved for his private review and uſe : 
Becauſe it may do good, to excite others fo 
the like examination of themſelves, and 
fenning down their Experiences, Eviden- 
ces, and obſervations about their own ſpiri- 
tual Eſtates, it is here offered 4s an Exam- 
ple, wherein he is as full in ſhewing * his 
dark ſide as his bright fide. T1 know a Man, 
whether in Chriſt or out of Chriſt, I 
cannot. tell, ſuch an one I know, who 
an Eternal Judgment, and 
willing to ſtate the caſe of his own Soul, 
againſt that dreadful Solemnity, that he 
might the berrer' underſtand . what iſſue 
to expect, 1n-the invinftble World. His 
Appetites were ſtrong and violent to all 

C 2 MAN 
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manner of Eril, neither did he reſtrain 
himſelf from any defire of his own wicked 
Heart, but what the fear of Stripes, or 
when he grew to be bigger, the Fear of 
Hell reſtrained him from yet here alſo 
where he durſt net adventare upon the 0- 
vert Ad, be prattiſed it all, and rioted 
upon it in Contemplation. Yon take too ſpare 
4 'meaſure of his wickedneſs, if you ſuppoſe 
he proceeded no farther than Rioting and 
Drunkeneſs, Chambering and wantonne(s, 
Strife and Emty, Sabbath-breaking and Lys 
ing (which often was ſuborn'd to pailiate all 
the reſt:) Imagine what you will forbidden, 
that falls within the compaſs of the Ten 
Commanaments, he really, thinks that one 
way or other, he ſtanas chargeable with it 
beſides the wilfal omiſſion of all affirmative 
Duties concerved in both Tables of the 
Law, In this carſed courſe was his Life, 
and ſo ſuitable was it to the Diabolical Na» 
ture that dwelt in him, that nothing was 
more irkſome to him, than that which gave 
check to his compliance therewith, which 
yet threugh the infinite Goodneſs of God, 
he fometimes met with, ſuch as guilty 
Fears in his own conſcience, confounding 
ſhame for all his unkindneſs to the gra- 
7s Py TOM = £1045 
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cions God, whoſe Merty had ſo long pre+ 
veneed bis jon in Hell ; and vis 
lent Convittion of a neceſſity of breiking 
off hjs Sins by Repentance, or pon 
which had ſome thmes ſuch « mighty force 
n him as ts arag him-out oF his Plex- 
es and from amongſt his evil aſſociates 
into the Garden or Field by Night, where 
he would furrow his Cheats with Tears, 
ſolemnly vow and covenant with Goll, and 
yet break through all again into his former 
courſe 5 till ut Toft he apprehendedthis evve- 
nanting and nnfaithfulneſt in it, did but 
bind « far more exceeding and #ternil 
weight of wrath apon him; with this he 
was jo terrified that he durſs covenant 
10 more, This courſe laſted from about ſeven 
to ſeventeen Years of Age, in what man- 
ner Corruption atted before he remembers 
net. After this time living an idle Life, - 
and being travelled with bad Company, he 
caſt off his allegiance to Parents, and took 
a Wife before nineteen Tears of Age, for 
which his Father juſtly caſt him off, ani 
he monders the holy God did not alſo caft him 
into Hell, But contrary to his demerit, 
and to manifeſt that our heavenly Father 
can pardin wheat exrthly Parents cannot, 
God 
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God took him" in, provided 4. comfortable 
lubſitence - for him, and without any ſeckin 
of his,, fed this wretched Prodigal = | 
Food convenient, that was ready to periſh 
upon 4 Dunghil. This kindneſs of Divine 
Providence conſidered, he could no longer re- 
fſt3 this brake his Heart 4n pieces like a Pot- 
eard, diſſolved him like Snow, melted him 

like wax before the Sun. Now his old Reſolu- 
tions revived with more ſtrength than e- 
ver ; and as 4 piece of pennance whereby to 
eſcape Hell and parchaſe Heaven, he conld 
be content to leave his Sins, though ſtill 
the remembrance of them was grateful to 
his Nature; and he thought them a plea-- 
ſant AMorſel, but that Hell ſtood at the far- 
ther end of them, But he could have no 
4amiſſion upon theſe unworthy terms; the 
Spirit of God falls to work with his Conſcience 
45 in 4 woice of Thunder , and with terrors 
more dreadful than all that ever were (0- 
lemnized upon Mount Sinai ſingles out hjs 
delicate darling corruption, ſwallows bim up 
into the confounding thoughts of it, reaas 
the Law, charges Guilt and Wrath upon him, 
and thereby flew him ſo that now he lies 
bleeding under reprobate aſtoniſhment, dread- 


ing every moment when the Hand, the a- 
wenging 


Barks... iu RE at, 


ES = & ©..5 


The Epiſtle. 


venging Hand of God whuld caſt him intd 
Hell. And ſo violent was the Agony that 
he thinks," that had not a gleam of Goſpel 
Light come in offering relief and — 
through the free Grace of God' in Chriſt; 
that either Soul and Body had been tors 
aſunder , through the great violence of the 
ſtorm, or elſe he. fears he ſhould have de- 
ſftrozed himſelf to avoid it. This notwith- 
ſtanding he thinks he had fome worſe cor- 
ruptions, thin what the Spirit of God "ndwv 
faſtned upon his Conſcience, 4s many a bad 
Lord hath Slaves worſe than himſelf, rhoogh 
they all pay ſuit and ſervice to him, as his 
other Luſts did to this peccatum in deli- 
ciis. Againſt this therefore he bent his 
whole ſtrength, little cunſidering for ſome 
Tears the ſtate of his Soul, as to other cor- 
ruptions, which lay dorment, their General 
being ſo watcht that he could not command 
them out upon their deviliſh Sexvice 4s he 
was wont, Tet the great thing minded was 
Pardon fir # long time, with a reſolution 
not to gratifie it, though every denyal were 
4 preſent Death. Having thus in time 'ob<« 
tained ſome reſt from his hard bondage un- 
der it, and guilty fears gemdred by it; "he 
began to conſider the great happineſs of vis 
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Hary vver corruption, and jo judge that © 
what Payſon, what Plague, what nx and 
loathſeme Ulcers are to the Body, Sin is 
that te the Soul and infinitely worſe 3 which 
wa all mow ſet home upon hine both by ra- 
tional conviftion and his own doleful expe- 
Fience. Eh | 
. This engaged him wholly to attend the by- 
ſinaſa of mortification, but chiefly of rhis Luſff 
ts cut off all proviſions from" it, to deny its 
importunate cravings, and to maintain 4 
conſtant watch againſt it, all which notwith- 
landing he often received wounds and brui- 
ſes by it, Bot having a little reſpite to 
eX4mine him ſelf as to other. Corruptions, 
Death comes upon him again; he finds all 
muynuer of concapiſcence working in him ; 
thinks himſelf « Babel, « Sodom, 4» Hel 
for all confounding and raging Lnuſts. So 
that had he not by this time better un- 
derſtood whence to fetch Sanfifying Grace 
as them formerly, be muſt have deſpaired, 
But be had now learnt to go to the Lord 
Jeſus, not only 4s giving Remiſſion of Sins, 
through Faith in his Blood, but likewiſe 
ſaving from Sin by the efficary of his own 
Almighty Spirit. Hither he never applied 
himſelf in believing manner , but he ob- 
taine 
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rained bely frow@uts rhrmgh whoſe bel 


he. now ſaith, 'thst what" whs"\ his" darling 
Sin' is "dead" #5 him} and hath m6" power '76 
commund any entertainment; in ſo” jnch 48 


one indutgent \Thinght;\though ," as" for 


natural abilities,* he ir as capable of 
Pleaſure init, ar ever '; His: other Sins 
he finds daily to be dying , 4nd doth now find 
the like inclinations 'to ſpiritual things, 
that. he'was wont 't0' find ro -flefbly things, 
and as firong © averſations,' anit \eluftarces 
againſ} the luſt of the Eyes, ©. as ever 
he found: againſt the Holy" ways of Gotby, ſo” 
that' were' there no "Hell to puniſh « Life 
of Fleſh-pleaſing,, but what iz" ſbut"up" 1n 
the very Nature of it, be could" wee but 
bite it andifly from" it," as Men do from 
the Plague, though there be 10 Law, provi- 
ded that Feſus is his Savionr, that he hath 
ſaved'him out EY ſpiritual Darkneſs aud out 
of Bonaape : under Sin, ' given bim 4 new 
Natare, and made him to center” wholly up- 
on the bleſſed God, to dmtil with bin, to 
delight above all things in him, and cleeve 
to 'bim '4s his Life; Huppine(s," and reſt- 
ing "place. - Since brought thus far, he hath 
found it with himſelf as: followeth, | 
(t) He dare build his confidence for ſal- 
vation upon nothing but the" free Grate of 
' D Gi 
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Ged in Chris Feſus apprehended by Faiths 


his Anchor is wpon this » Rock of Ages y. his 
Life is bownd up with this Prince of Life 5 
and though through the Corruption of his own 
Heart «nd prepoſſeſſions of Errour about the 
Nature -of Redeeming Grace he—jind it an 
hard thing to believe 5 yet his Heart is now 
poſſeſſed with Good and Honour able appre- 
henſns of God: He in good meaſure is free 
from all imbittered thoughts of him ; he 
believes that. God hath grven hime Eternal 
Life in hjs Sons, and that the Son is able 
80 ſave to the utmoſt all that come to God 
through him; in this, and not in any works 
of Righteouſneſs which he. hath done, ts bis 
whole Hope' Living and Dying, aud he believes 
ſuch Hope will not make him aſhamed. 

(a) He hath a regard to all Righteouſneſs 
ſo far as his preſent imperfetFions will per- 
mit it, to fulfil it 4 and this from. ſuch 4 
Principle as he eats and drinks; 4 new Na- 
ture within him which is not gratified with 
any thing more than Hily and Righteous 
Ations, In particular, whereas when 4 
Boy, he had injured ſeveral Perſons in. rob- 
Ling their Orchards, he hath. confeſſed bu 
Sin, begyed their Payton with Shame and 
Tears, and made reſtitwtion. 3 this he was 
often wroed te: before be gem 0+ 

ear 
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* fearing the Shame, and wt knowing well hew 


fo ſpare ſo much Mony as was weedfmi in 
the taſe:. To all other Duties he finds 
mighty impulſions to cloſe with any opportw- 
nity for themy,gand againſt every Teripration 
to ſin, ſtrong averſations and reluftances x 
ſo: that he feels the Law of the Spirit of 
Life within his own Bowels, | though too 
often, alaſs taooften, be is diſobedient to 
#. 


(3) He meaſures all Perſons, Placts, Emp 
ployments by their ſubſerviency to the Di» 
vine Life in hi Soul; and ſtill comes off with 
Shame and great Heavineſs, where he ſpends 
one Howr without ſome jpritual advamtage. 

(4). He hath a real compaſſion for all Men, 
making it his Heart's Deſire to God that they 
may be ſaveds, but his delight lies in thoſe 
that have moſt of the Image, and likeneſs 
of God npon them, thoſe that are begotten by the 
ſame immortal ſeed, formed into the ſame 
drvine Nature, ated and fed by the ſame 
Almighty Spirit of Life with himſelf; theſe 
are his Beulah's his Hepthſibahsz be abints | 
he ronld not live in the world without 
them, : 

(5s) This notwithflanding, - he' ftill finds 
bimjelf out of his Proper Center , he i dai- 
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ly wnder - pewerful teridencies ani reſtleſs der 
fires 'after the | full enjoyment of, "and the 
neareſt conjunttion with \the bleſſed 'God in 


Chriſt Jeſus ," which: deſires are mightily 


ſtrengthned | by ' a deep Semſe of his pre» 
ſent miſery under hara bonaage, the impe- 
twouſne(s of tn-dwelling Corruption, and Vi- 
olent Temptations, which make every Day 
of his Life 4 bloody watfare'; ſo\that his 
Soul almoſt chooſeth Strangling and Death 
rathey than Life, he loaths it,, be w.u'd not 
live always at ſuch diſtance from the bleſſed 
God, in ſuch inceſſant and dangerous con- 
flats with world, Fleſh ana Devil for a thou- 
ſand. Worlds, ſo far as he is willing wnder 
the Tears and tediouſneſs, the Conflitts' and 
Dangers of this Mortal Life by way of 
pute Compliance with the will of. God, he 
really judgeth the greateſt aft of Self» denial. 
that he is capable of performing. 
(6) To fweeten a' Life ſo much in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs and Ronds of Iniquity, 
he makes it his. Buſine(s to 'be much with 
God through an Almighty Redeemer, and 
much in the Fellowſhip of the Holy*Ghoſt g 
and this not only at the ſlated times of: © 
publick, private, and. ſecret Duties; but ef- 
pecially of [ecretDmies, where he ſets himſelf 
TEES ERS T | n0 
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wo bounds, but takes all opportunities, which be 
finds bis ' Heart fit \to" comply with; " many 
remes incompany awd" employment of ano- 
ther Nature, he is weary of forbearing uni 
bis. Heart reſtleſs till he' find room for ſuch 
retirement : for | he" hath found that Life 
and Power, that divine" folate and ſwertne 

init, with which all the Delights of ' Senſe . 
are no more worthy to be compared than''s 

Dunghil with the Sun.. And oh when Hea- 


. vel: hath thus come down in Smiles to bing, 


and filled him with _ Righteowſneſs,, Peace, 
and ' Foy,. in' the \Holy Ghoſt, [how ' often 
bath he been' afraid to make an end of the 
Duty! Row often when riſing off bis' Knees 
hith he fallin own agein' wt willing to 
leave his ſweetneſs and his Fatneſs fo 5 
and ſo doubled the Time of his Duty! 

Thus mw.# his ,whole Sheet of Paper filled s 
whether there, was - any thing more written 
of this kind we cannot find: The preſerva- 
tion of this Sheet, ſeems to be an intimation. 
of Divine Providence that he ſhowd be ſhew- 
ed to the world 'in thoſe colours that he had 
liy'd on himſelf, 

He lived till the Nomconformiſts had 4 
little Smile from the Court, after 4 Decad 
of Severity and Fromns: And now having 
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g06 16-1 lityle Liberty | by. the Licences. the * 


King granted to thoſe of his Station, he 110k 
the. Gale of Opportunity to. be. more avuny 
dant in the work of the Lord, And that 
in the Age of his full Vigour and Strength 2 
Tet even now ſee he is ar leiſure to think of 
Death, and being Poetically given, . compoſed 
this Dialogue ' betwixs' « Perſon dying, and 
Death : Tow prefacing t. 
Oppreſſ'd with Pain I groan'd as one unwiſe, 
Death's horrid Aſpect did my Soul ſurprize; 
This frightfol Picture ghaſtly ro behold, 
Did all his 'Terror on 'my Thoughts unfold. 
At firſt confounded, all amaz'd 1 ftand; 
But gaining confidence, thus I demand. 
Moriens, or Perſon Dying. 

Are you that King of Terrors, which they ſay, 
Doth conquer Empires and great Kings diſmay ? 

| Dtath. 
The yery ſame Sir, Death both name and thing ; 
My Looks kill ſome!; all die that feel my Sting. 

Perſon Dying. 
Poor Deathl your looks ſpeak not your ſtrength 
, (bur fear; 
You cannot live, I gueſs ſelf. jadg'd you are. 
Death. 
And would it not torment the greateſt Powers ? 
My Empire large as Nature, Grace devours. 
Perſon Dynip. 

What? that's the reaſon of your hollow _ : 
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fall the palepefs.on your Cheeks that lies; 


au have ſecret Wound, if 4 gueſs xa 
al Bod pope yon look ſo, white. .. yo 


My vital Blabd wasP n, and m Sting, 
Did 'give'me Power create me King, 

| Pepſon Dying. 
Your Poyſon who deſftroy'd Chriſt on che Grod 
Your Sring 2. great Jeſus dyitig cans'd this loſs. © 
How,came this Palfie i in your trembling Hand +; 
For fear of Joſi an er abd; Command. .,,..\ 
Scepter ? Poor K is aSpade I judye,,. 
No ſign ofMajely, wt of a Drudge. . 
Go dig my Grave, I would repoſe in Duſt, 
Death you muſt help ro ſcower off-my Ruſt; ** 
This Morcal Lifewill-kill me; Welcome page 
My hidden Life .jn Chriſt.is all Thave, - 
Death do your Office, Heaven calls away; +: 
Diflolve my Bonds, my Soul ſhall wio.the Days 
Tcannot live indeed unleſs I die, : 
Such is Dearh's Triumph, ſuch his Vitory. 


Neither dia he forget to think on Heaven; 
upon which. he hath beſtowed a larger Poemy 


44 iſo, abers upon Faith, | Hope," Repentaned 


& 6. which ſhew the way thick: which poſ« 
fibly the Reader may find in ſome other place { 
For + bi delighted to fetter” his 'Thowahts" hd 
Verſe: ' And- thingh he | hath not ſuch! high 
flights as ſome may expet#, yet there\'# "in 
bis theme the devout Bredtbings of a Divine 
Poetry, be wrote not for the Stage, nor 4 
King Arthur Bus 
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Bat \that which ſpeaks bis" Heart mat i - 


have:betn in Heaven;is not's Poem, what 
his ſerious Reflettions and Meditations wrote 
in Proſe in, the Treatiſe. following. | God. is 


pleaſed to exerciſe many of- his Se rvants with 


thoughts of Heaven, 4s..AJt, were to prepare 
then for: it, immediately. before he tall theth 
#0 ib Thus Mr. Bolton wa writing de qua- 
' tube nioviſfimis,” '-particalarly” of - Heaven, 
when: he dyed: Thu the late 'Rewerend Dr, 
Bates-ha4 finiſbed his laſt Treat of ſpirt 
tut PerfetFion, nat long before he had ex- 
© pired;, the laſt words of which Book are, |Eq- 
rer,hou-4ato the Joy of thy .Lord.': Ma- 
ny more might 'be \named * But dar own Au- 
thor inſt not be \ forgotten, who had taken 
witch pains to tranſcribe what he had _preach- 
ed, and fitted for the Preſs, his Meditations up- 
on this SubjetF: It' may be there aze en 
Suhjetts more cultiuuted;. 4nd onone o#' which 
more 4s. to. be. ſaid. ' God\ and: Heaven fall 


under uo." Hyperbole: A late 'Dottor- wrote | 


at the: end of "bis . Friend's Book upon” part 
' af the ſame. Subjeff. y 

W hatthis to know as we are known ſhou'd 
The Auchor could not-tell, he's-goa to fee. 


we have. ſeen bim in his Life, let ws now | 
fee. bith .4t his. Death,” in "and wnder the | 
= Gripts | 


- (be 


;* 17. cn cn  .. oe =»*kuuwp ua. xz ww qzA 9 A. ccaOeA_ wh wh CLE 


"TD 4% "_ by p 


.The: Epiſtle: | ? Cd pb 
Gripes of. his laſt Sickneſs, which for wanns * © 
of -the' Pen of 4'T writer Temain only 
in'a. few ſhort qud' broken ' Sentences, but 
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7 I} theyre: of » that Weight, that if. "Reader, 
t | chav. beſt 09 Senſe: of Eternity, tho wilt 
© } cover! to dic like him. , Take ' a fem of \ 
DB  S_o 1 5, 6 Hot 
1 . When ſhall be unburdened of this Bo- 
'» } dy of Corruption. ?- Oh Happy... Day and 
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longed for! Oh\when,' Oh: when !; Mex 
thinks it is very. grievous ta:think. pf bei | 
turned back. againg-and put into the Hands +» 
of the World again.. (Again). Oh-lifrmeup 
(meaning, by Prayer) to my longed for Relk 
(Again) crying, May not I pray: tor diflojuti: 

on?I find-no hurt:1a it,good ald{s/mern cries 
outs: : Let thy: Servant- depare. in 

| (dnother time: beingin Pain). kcould fill my» 
| Mouth with. Complaiats, - -but- I. will be *# 


dumb,.:becaufe thbu baſt doneit.. (Again) 
ftanding by himidefiring Jrips to take. ſomething -. 
frequently. chat, be: might. gather ftrengehy 1" hx 
he replies; Away, away, look notfor-it, $ 
God 1s. able\to' rajſe-ine+ up, but. Lknow 
my Days are atan end; and; my Times ac- 

| campliſhed.;/Ianly-wairfor my Lord;'.'Oh \, 
w 7 whyiingerHotbngiComemy Dear Lord! - * 
ve | Comequickly,-aadcike me upro thy: fel, 

| it J E (Again) 
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(Ag«in) Oh when will the Day of Redemp< 
tion come, When ſhall I have paſt all cheſs 
weariſome Nights, and Days ! (4g in) when: 
he had been ander much Faintings and Sinks. 
ing, he cries out with Eyes lift up ts  Mow- 
,/ Ven,Oh where are thy wanted loving-kind+; 
nefles, are thy Bowels ſhut up ! Oxe fand- 
ing by him, acked him if he ſpake it aa to 
his Souls concern &'- He anſwered, Oh 'no,. 1 
bleſs God its ftate is (ett Amnither time 
having ſome eaſe and refreſhment , he ſaid, 
& Thisis not Heaven, One ftanding by re- 
' plies, 1 hope you will be willing to tarry with 
ws. Oh yes if God have any more Work for 
me to do,l ſhall thankfully take the Mercy. 
There were multitudes of theſe ſweet paſſe 
ges loſt by his obſerving one tranſcribe them 
 " aftey which be mas much fulent. © WJ 
» we have” ſeen him die twice over, onte 
morally, and now naturally; let us accom 
\, »y him to bu Grave, and there hear w 
* I vilienghapatier a confor ing*Miniſter gave of him ; 
one | that | knew him well ad intimately, 
ind therefore the rather to be believed. 4 > 
- His whole Life was acurious delineation} ;, 
of Religion and Learning , ſo Virtuous and] ;, 
Spotlels that Mahee itſelf might be angry, Y 7, 

bur had fio cauſe to be ſo with him: Hig 
Sos Toots 2 P : ' Repu, 
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| Repuration as iovulnerable as che Air, his 
ranges 5 Goodaels - might juitly ſtile 
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im a Match for Aatiquicy in its greateſt 
Purity: and Severity. 1H. poſs by, his nata- 
ral Conſtitution, bis' ſolid Fwdgenent," bis Aﬀf- 
fettions, end the Faithful' Treaſary of "his 
Memory. ' I'll ſay nothing of his Quickantl 
Heppy Fancy, the fraitful Store-houſe of hat- 
towed and ſublime Notions: Tet 1 can't but 
make mention of his Gravity, which was at- 
Ways conflans aud genuine; He did nt de- 
ſerve this Charafier that Suidas geve Saluſt 
the philſopher. mz jÞ promper@. tr; rarxgy- 
mia, Terre 7) mjlorvlge ta: 7 Aayiripes. 
Somtime atting the grave Leturer, [ometames 
playing the ridiculous Child. He was net inthe-. 
Desk or Pulpit demure end mighty devour; ard 
elſewhere Light, Y ain, Frothfand Diſſolare : 
But always compoſed, Serious, and Reverend 
beyond his Age. | His Preſence ſirnck a re- 
verential Awe into the Perſons: he comver+ 
ſea with, and his Deportment was ſo'Grace> 
ful and Majeſtick, thet 1 well remember 
Time was, when theſe words; + Here comes 
Ar. Cooper, wowld charm a rude Society In- 
to civil order,. and compoſe lewd Perſons in- 
to an handſome decorums his  Aﬀability was 
Candid and Generous, his Language Free 
E 3 and 
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4nd Bloquent, his Charity opew- handed; ax 4 
if 1 may not ſay he "was Uiberal- beyond iy 
: meaſure of the good 'things-of this | Life," '1 * 
- am" ſare. of Mw thivgs vf \abodbes Life he * 
was often liberal beyond: higftrength;* bis Hu- | 
"mility 2d" tanght” bim \t0* ſpeak "evil" of 'no © 
*Man,” and his Loyalty to enjoin Subjetts to | 
.obedience,' and to huſh into Silence whate-. : 
"ver did detratt from, or tend to the defa- 
ming-of Dignity 5, the — the' world 
was" very conſpickous in this "holy Min. A- 
gar's Prayer - foknd- ſweet entertainment 
in his Soul, deſiring to be a"Stranger on the 
Earth like the kingly Prophet,” and as are: 
fined Saint, always atcounted himſelf to*be 
in'a. State of Baniſhment- while in a ſftate 
of Mortality, his Studies awd Learning were . 
unwearied,' artl-wvenerable, and 1 dare chal- 
lenge the world to give me the Lye, while 
1 afſert ' him to be. a -general attompliſht © 
Scholar, no common Lingwiſt," a ſmart Diſpu- * 
tant,\.a judicious Philaſophty, and an expe+ | 
rienced goaly Divine. If 1 ſay mthing, his 
printed- Sermons, his Legis -(eprimentiim, 
his noble attempts in three Works that muſt 
now be buried in the ſame womb that con-. 
ceived them, and his conſtant generous de- 
figns. for the publick good, "ſpeak more in fi» 
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Loy "Wer ug che 
, of my invention's his i y 
aper, itt- Rays all that wats bim, 
king ite fabred Five" 4 atv. gar cms 
xn oy prog eſbing, puichening 
all ! abomt it, and kindling in others the li 
Zeal for Grd "and Gdneſ?, be hid in him- 
ſelf, witneſs this Legacy he left to me. 
Stway . God (ſa ays he) £7 Judy PT. Fe cloſe- * 
ly, and. FLU he Holineſ! more a, Learning 
(though bot Pagers make an happy Com- 
ftitution) go, whe ». 1 Wai 4 Boy, L ſore 
whatever Precepts dropt from his ſacred Lips, 
1 had this for one, Diſce Chriſtum, aur ni- 
hil, learn Chriſt or nothing ; of whom” 1 muſt 
needs tell. the world, that if ever 1 behold 
the bliſsful Face" oft God in Glry, next It 
the ſacred Trinity, .1 think 1 may fay 1 owe # 
to his Godly, Conncel and Society.  Showld 1. 
tell you his compaſſiin+ to Souls, his Beroick, 
Spirit, his Truſt in Providence, his Delight | 
in Medjtation and Thankſgiving, and of all 
his heaventy endowments / (Vould raiſe 4 
work to trowble* Fane © and aſton'ſh Praiſe. 
For his. minifleria! Labours 1 appeat to this: 
people, how earneſt; how importunate, bow in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and' out ' of "Seafon: he. hath 
ys with them,” to concert them" to « ftate' 
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of Grace; and to bring them to « ſaving - 
Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, Let your Con- © 
ſtiences ſpeak what great things he hath © 
done for your Souls. Tow alone my Friends of © 
this place have the greateſt loſt , your Watch- 
#hax 5 gone, your Glory's departed : How well 
now may yow be termed Deſolation ! Come, © 
come with me, here paint the Charatters of © 
woe : Here pay your Tribute to the dead : 
Here make return of thoſe Sighs, and Tears, 
your holy Paſſion hath abundantly laid out 
for you! Engrave his Dottrin upon | 
Hearts , and though he's gone, be ſtill inti- 
nate with his Godly Counſels and hearty Ad- 
vice, and while you have Childrens Children 
fo perpetuate his Memory, let nat his 
Name, his precious Name, be buried is Obli- 
UZOB. : 

| And thus having laid him ia his Grave, 
ter. 5) read his Epitaph made by the ſage 
Hand, 


Epitaphium Foſ, Cooper qui obiit 
Anno Atatis 41. 1699. 


Here lye's a Saint call'd hence to company, 
With chanting Quires and winged Hierarchy,  : 
Cooper's Name, Ambafſadour Divine, \ 
Nature's great Torch, and Learning's Magazioe: 
E 
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HOUGH all Men, by an Innate Appe- 
tite, do delire Bleſſednes, and have that 
before them as their * Ultimate End, in 
ſome kind of general, andiſtin&, and con- 

fus'd Intention : Yet impoſkble it is for any Man, 
ever to enjoy Bleſſedneſs, and to have it in full Fruj- 
tion, if not Guided thereunto by a Light from Heaven. 
Trae Happineſs is not to be diſcerned by Nature's Diga 
Eye ; Though it be a. Tree of Life, yet the Fruit 
thereof grows ſo High, that- Nature's Hand can never 
Reach it. As the Sun, that glorious Eye of he 
World, is not to be Seen, but by it's own 

Light ; Ten Lhouſand Torches, though Lighted "op, 
and uniting All their Beams in One Flatne, cannox 
ſhew us the Sun : So, it is not all the Natural Re1- 
ſon in the World, though Clarified, 4nd Improved 70 
the utmoſt Reach of all Humane Underſtanding, that 
can bring us to any Saving Acquaintance with Go? 
as our Happineſs and Reward, without ſome brigh 
ſhining- Beam of Divine Revelation, from Himlelt, 


* Vivere Ommes beate volunt : ſed ad Perridendum 
quid fit quod Beatam Vita efficiam, Caligant, Sen, 
de vit. Beat. Cap, 1, pag. 627. 
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Nature may ſhew Men, ſome Dark, and Cloudy Dil 
coveries ot-Happinels, at.a diſtance ; juſt as-that Blind 
Perſon, who, when his Sight hegan to.rxeturn, faw 
Men walking like Trees. : But, to give Men, a Clear 
Proſpe& of this Fruitful Land, . and, to Dire&t them 
ſufficiently in their Way-thither, 7 b;s Nature can no 
more do, than a Star, of the leaſt Magnitude, can 
make Day in the World. Happineſs is, indecd, the 
Harbour, for which, We are all Bound ; but, we 
Thall certainly Loſe ourſelves, and, Miſerably make 
Ship-wreck by the way, if ever we put to Sea, with- * 
out 7 our Card and Compaſs of Wildom from above, 
to help us in Steering a right Courſe, towards this 
wiſhed Shore. There is nothing that can ever lead us 
to God, as our End, but, that which comes from God, 
as the Beginning of our Strength, in the Saving Know- 
ledge of our chiefeſt Good. In every Man, there 
are Two Prime Faculties, an Underitandmg, capable 
of more Truth'; and, a Will, deſirous of more G 
than what the univerſal Confluence of all Create 
Bcings, can poſlibly afford : God therefore, who is 
the Firſt Truth,” and the Chiefeſt Good, muſt firſt 
Eolighten the Underſtanding, with the Saving Know- 
ledge of Himſelf, before ever the Will can tell how to 
Move Regularly towards Him, as her Center, or + 
Enjoy Him, for her full Satisfaction. He muſt Guide 
the Soul by his Counſel, on Earth, or elſe, ſhe can 
never come to Heavenly Glory. [ Pſal. 73. 24 ] We 
are ſure to lye down in Darkneſs, and, tov Dye in the 
Wilderneſs of our own Folly, if the Lord dire us 
not, .as by a Pillar of Fire, through the Night, and 
Thick Darkneſs of all our Ignorance, into the Hea- 
venly Canaar of trae Happieis. T here is no Propor- 
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tion betwixt a Natural E , and a Stpernatural Hap- 
no bility that. ſuch an Obj 


_ pineſs;, and 
thould be ay ſuch ar» Organ. The 


hath Ordained Man, to a far more Noble End, than 
what his Nataral Faculties can either Merit for hint, 
or, Diſcover to 'him. ©» That Glorious and ' Ultimate 
End, in the Acquiſition whereof, and not othetwile, 
the Heart of Man can reſt Satisfied, it's 'as far above 
the Reach, of 'our moſt | Soaring, and Sublinated 
T houghts, as it is, for Worth and Excellency, beyond 
all our Deſerts. -Since the Infernal Rever, pick'd out 
the Eyes of onr Underſtanding, with a Splinter of the 
Tree of Kniowledge, of Good and Evil, we :have all, 
like the Sodomites, been Groping in the Dark, for the 
Tree of Life : { Deut. 32. 32. } But; ſhould never 
have been able, to: Diſtinguiſh 7r, from tbe Vine of 
Sodom, all whoſe Grapes, are Grapes of Gall, and Clu- 
fers Bitter, had not Go4 himſelf, given us a Faſte 
thereof, from Hea by the Hand of Chriſt. The 
Patrons of Univerſal Grace, {( I confeſs) would turn 
the whole World into an Eden, and, have the Tree of 
Life tobe found in (every Garden, as well, as in-tlie 
Paradife 'of God' :.' But, the Vanity of that One 
is Written in Legible Characters, upon that contul; 

Chaos, that heap and crowd of C iQions, about 
the Summim Bonum';' in the Ruines whereof, the 
moſt improved Reaſons of the Heathen Pluloſophers, 
and-tlie moſt raiſed * Wiſdom of the World's Leartied 
Sages, lyes Buried to'this Day. - *'Ewas the common 
Aim of all the Philoſophers, ( as j Auf in hathy Obſer- 
ved ) of all the Heathen Sages, by Seeking, Studying, 


Il O7m:um Fills horum commune ſtudium erat, que- 
rends, ſtudendo, us at vivendo, Beatitudinem ap- 
dc E pirnr, et Store, 


prebcndere, Aug. Tom. 6. Tratt 
Gap. 4- | 
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Diſputing, and Living to find out, and lay hold upon 
Happinels. : But yet, {o Dreadful were their Milap- 
prehenfions about it, and the Means conducing there- 
to, that ( if Varro = be Credited, or * Auftin after 
him ) they Diſputed themſelves into no leſs than Two 
Hundred, Eighty and Eight Sets ; ſome placing Hap- 
pineſs in this thing, and ſome in that, according to 
their ſeveral Inclinations, Humours, and Conditions, 
together with the different Projects they had to drive 
on in the World. So that there is no Poſlibility, of 
finding out the way to True Happineſs at Athens, a- 
monegtt the Philoſophers, who ſought it only by Human 


Reaſon ; but, in Jeraſalem, amongſt the Prophets and. | 


Apoſtles, Men, inſpired with Divine Wiſdom ' from 
Heaven ; they will tell us the Truth, That our Happt- 
nefs ſtands not in the Quinr-Efſence of Any, nor in the 
general Collection of All, Created Good Things; bur, 
in the having of the Lord JEHOY AH for our 
Portion, and, our exceeding, great Reward. | 


ME N may Fancy much HappineFs, where Garners 
are Full, affording all manner ot Store ; where their 
Flocks are Fruitful, and their Oxen are Strorvg to 
1 abor ; where there is no Breaking in, nor Complain- 
ing in their Streets : 'But, David, a Man after 's 
own Heart, by an ry Epanonthelis, Contradicts 
that groſs Miſtake, [ Pſal. 1144. 15. ] and ſtands like 
a Beacon upon an Hill, to give Aim at the Mark of 
Troe Bleffedneſs ; pronouncing that People alone to 
be Happy, whoſe God is the Lord. Let Men dive 
ivto the buttom of Nature's Sea, yet they will be able 
"to bring up from thence, nothing but Hands full af 
Sand and Gravel ;' this One Pearl of Great Price, is 


no where Engendred in the Bowels of the Earth. 


When the Enquiry was , Where ſhall Wiſdom be found ? 


© * £&us. de Crvit. Dei. Lib. 19. Cap. 1. 
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4nd, Where 5s the place of Underft andin ? The Dexth 


ſaid, It is not its me ;; and the Sea ſaid, It is not with 
me. { Fob, 28. 13, 14. ] So, if the like un 117 too 
made after True Happineſs, both Sea and Land, both 
the Riches of the Earth, and the hidden Treaſures of 
the Deep, muſt needs ſay, Ir is not in them. ' A Man 
having Crowns and Scepters, and Bags of Gold undef 
his Feet, may ſeem to ſtand vpon a little higher 
Ground * than his Neighbours : But, for all thar, 
if God in Chriſt be not his Portion, he” is not one 
Cabit higher in the Stature of true Blefſedn:is. The 
Trath is, we are all ready, as Samuel, in the cafe of 
David, to miſtake the Blefſed Man, and to fect the 
Crown ef Happineſs upon thcir Heads, for whom, 
God never intended iv; as Samuel over Took'd little 
David, and would fain have Anoinre4 Eliab King, be- 
cauſe © goodly & Perſonage : But, we muſt not 
Meaſure Happineſs by Worldly Things z nor pro- 
nounce them Heirs of Heaven and Glory, who have 
the faireſt Portion of Earth, and Earthly Enjoyments. 
The Pen- Men of Holy Scripture, when-ever they £9 
about to Decipher a Bleffſed Man, they never do ut y 
bis Outward Dondition, but by his Inward Qualih- 
cation ; not by his Large Purchaſes, but by Holy 
PraQtices 3 not by what-he hath in Poſſeſhon Tor this 
Life, bat by what he hath in Reverſfion after Death. 
Hence it is, that you ſhall never hear any ſuch Words 
fill from their Mouthes, as to ſay; Blefſed are they 
that are Rich. Bleſſed are they that are Mighty. 
Blefſed are they that are Honoured before Men. Bleſ- 
ſed are they that have Gorgeous Apparel, and Fare 
Delicioufly every day. But, Bleſſed are they; whoſe 
Sins are Forgiven them. ( Plal. 31. 1, 2.]J Bleſſed 
are they that Walk in the Law of the Lord. Bleſſed are 
they that Mourn, | Mat 5. 3.----11. ] Bleſſed are 
they that Hunger and Thir#t for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 
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A_ Man may. have many Bleſſings, and yet not be 
Bleſsd. And again, he may lye. under many | Mey 


ries, and yet not be Miſerable. Have all the B] 
ſings in the World, yet without God, thy Condition 
is Miſcrable : Have all the Miſeries that the World 


can infli&, yet fill, if God be thy Portion, thou art. : 


perfeQly Blefſed. *Tis not what, Men have, but. what, 
they are ; not what is their Preſent, and Teapyral 
bur what fl;all be their Future, and their Eterral Con- 
dition, that ſpeaks them to be cither compteatly Miſe» 
rable, or truly Bleſſed. 


T HIS Enſaing Treatiſe have I, therefore, Com- 
poſed, on purpole to beget, both in my own, . and 


others Hearts, more ſerious, fixed Thoughts, of our, - 


Frernal Condition. And, as you will find that in it, 
which may be as a flaming, fiery Sword, turning every 
way, to keep Men from having any thing to do. with 
the Forbidden Fruit of Sin : So it may be for a 74+ 
cab's Ladder to the Righteous, whereby Scaling the 
Walls of the New Ferx/alem, as in- an Holy, Storm, 
they may come to eat at length of the Tree of Lif 

which is in themidſt of the Paradiſe of God. Durſt 
I compare this Treatiſe with the Ark of the Coye- 
nant, I might tell you, there is laid up in it, doth, an 


Aaron's Rod, and a Pot of Mannah > There is fome- 


thing of Hell's Horrour diſcover'd, to ight Men 


out of their Ungodly Courſes ; and a Ghmple of. | 


Heaven's Glory, ſuch as it is, to Decoy . them into a, 
I ife of ſerious, pratical Holineſs. Every Man is ci- 
ther of God, by Regeneration, living a Life of Faith, 
and going to Heaven: Or, of Satan, by Corrupti 


living a hife of Senſe, ana running on in a ſwift, Career. | 


to Hell, This Diſcourſe have I ſuited to both Condi- 
tions, endeavouring to ſhew you, ( according to the 


{11311 Talent, wherewith the Lord bath entrufted me,): : 


That if there be any Fire in Hell, the Wicked N. 
Ver» 
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Everlaſtingly be Tormented in it ; and if there be 
any Glory in Heaven, God's ſhall for Ever be 
Crowned with it. When' Zainglinxs at any time, like 
wy a Boanerges, a' Son of Thander, was Rattling* proud, 
d and -bard-hearted Sinners, he would often, ike'a Bar- 
't nabas, a Son of Conſolation, let fall jome Beam of 
iT, Comfort upon the , trembling Sout: Bone Chr 
* ftiane, bee nibil ph vor Whatever Terrour is here 
F ſpoken, will fall heavy apon none, but the Wieked, 
NY who walk according to their own Hearts Laſts + 
There is a Vein of Comfort laid in to Refreſh'God's 
People ; the whole Diſcourſe is a Kiver of Lite, fend- 
ing out ( th6 through an Earthen Pipe ) thoſe Streams, 
which may well make Glad every Gracious Heart. 
Hell, I have* herein Deciphered to derer from Sin, 
when Men ſhalt fear the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, 
which will follow after. Heaven, I have alſo, in fone 
meaſure Deſcribed, to work Joy in Well doing, when 
God's People ſhall fix their Eyes upon that far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, to which it 
leads, He that by patient continuance ur Welk doing, 
leeks for Glory, Honour, and Iomortality, may turn 
and read of Heaven ; how Bleſſed he is likes to be, 
when God ſhall Crown bim with Life Everlaſting. 
He that hardens his Heart' i» a Courſe of Ungodli 

let him turn and read of He!l, how dreadfully Mifera- 
; ble he is- ſare tobe, when he {21 be Pani botly 
j Soul and Body from the Preſence of the "Lord, and 
, from the Glory of his Power. 


THE * Epigrammatif# would have the Silver Axe 
| of Juſtice carried before the Magittrate, to Proclaim, 
If thou be an Offender, let not the Sitver Flatter thee ; 
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but if an Innocent, let not the Axe Fright thee. | te- | 


ſtify the ſame, to every one that ſhall Read the Words 
of this Book, if thou be an Impenitent, Ungadly Sin- 
ner, let not the Glory diſcourſed of, Flatter thee, 
ſince Wrath and Hell are thy Portion : But if thou 
bea Child of God, let not the Flames and Miſery 
that abide Ungodly Men, Afﬀright thee, for there is 
a Crown of Righteouſnels, there is a Kingdom of E- 
ternal Glory, that will, after all preſent Troubles, fall 
to thy. ſhare, Truth is, what ever Diſcourſes we can 
make of this: kind, have neither Thunder enough in 


' . them to Awaken us, nor yet Glory enough to Attract 


. our Eyes, to the due Beholding of thoſe Eternal Con- 
- cernments, which God hath ſet before us. Men are 
generally as Careleſs in Religious Aﬀairs, as if Hell 
were but a Melancholick Dream, and Heaven a Devout 
Fancy ; as if there were no Horrour in the one to 
Afﬀright theft, nor any Glory in the other to Engage 
their Thoughts, and Attrat their Deſires. _ 
Men are fo Infatuated, with the Painted Beauty 
this Earthly Jezabel, the World, that they can let out 
their Afﬀtections upon nothing elſe : They ſet up their 
Reſt here, building Tabernacles below, never caring 
for that Building which is of God, Eternal in the 
Heavens. How many Thouſands doth the World 
carry Captives at her Wheels, - fo ſtrangely Tyrani- 
zing over fond Mortals Aﬀections, that they can nei- 
ther Spirare, nor Sperare Coleſtia, no more Hope 
for, than Breath after, Eternal Enjoyments ? *Iis 
Storicd of the Duke of Alva, That Lo ask'd by 
Henry the Fourth, Whether he had not Obſerved the 
Ecclipſes ? He anſwered the King, No: 1 have ſo 
much to de upon Earth, that F have no lgiſure to look 
tp to Heaven, Thus, the Generality of Men have 
ſo much to do upon Earth, and are fo deeply engaged 
in their Seculer Afﬀairs, that they have no leifure, to 
ſpend their Thoughts upon Heaven and it's Glory. 
4 Latt antius 
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Latt antins, * will have thoſe guilty of Degrading 
themſelves into the Shapes of Brutes, and unworthy 
the Names of Men, who lye Grovelling here below, 
never fixing their Thoughts on Eternal 
nor ſetting their Aﬀections on Things above. And 
yet how are Multitudes every where Grovelling- in 
the Duſt of Earthly Vanities, never ſending up a Look, 
a Defire, a Thought, no, nor fo much as one Hearty 
Groan after Heaven ! Natural Bodies, they follow 
the tendency of that Element which is Predominant 
in them; a Stone moves down-ward, i: woald be at 
the Center : Thus thoſe, in whom the Love of the 
World is Predominant, they cannot but move Down- 
ward, the Earth is thewr Center, and that they will 
make towards, let come of Heaven and Glory what 
will come ! Poſlibly, whilſt Religion is in 
and the way to Heaven lyes through the Fortunate 
* Iſlands, the Arabia Felix, or through the Golden 

Streams of the Lydiarn Pattolins, theſe Men may have 
their Faces that way, and ſeem to Steer their 
Heaven-ward : But, if once Religion be under Hatch- 
es in the World ; if once a Life of ſeripus, Scripture 
Holineſs be counted Faction, and all things are at 
ſuch a paſs, that there is no getting to Comer, but 
through a Barren Wilderneſs ; no coming at the fair 
Havens of True Happineſs, bat through the Straits of 
Poverty, Reproach, and Affliction ; they: have Wit 
enoogh ( fuch as it is) to ſet Sails for another Wind, 
and will think Heaven it ſelf, for a Golden-Mine, a 
very caſy Morgage, Many there be, who, whilſt 
Religion walks in Stately Equipege, will be Retciners 


* Hire utique Greci er%gon» appellarunt, quod ſur- 
ſum ſpetter. Toft ergo ſibi renunciant, ſeque Hominum 
Nomine-abdicaxt qui non Surſum aſpiciunt ſed dearſun. 
LaRt. 4b. 2, inftit, Cap. 1. p. 140. 
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toher-: Burt, if at any time the Watch-men Wound 
her, and the Keepers of the Walls take away her Veil, 
you may preſeritly ſee them very Shy of, it not Aſha- 
med, to wear ſo much as her Livery. What * Clemens 
faith of a certain Friend, That he was not his, but his 
Riches Kinſman : This is' true of maby Profeſſors, 
who, if "Religion had not Riches in her Left-hand, 
would never neither Kindneſs, or Kin to her. 
Such Men who thus deſign their own Profit, Honour, 
and Promotion in the World, by that pitifal Religion 
which they have, they are juſt like the Lapis Chel:ido- 
nix, Which ( ſay Natoralifſts) will retain it's Virtue 
no longer than whilſt you keep it inclogd in Gold, 
The Upper Springs of Grace and Glory, which God 
ys gives/ in Dowry with” his Danghter Aco/ab, 
rwe:Godlineſs, cannot make a Worldly Heart fall - 
in Love with Her; unleſs God will pive him the Ne- 
ther Springs alſo, ſuch as Riches, Honours, and earth- 
ly Poſicflions, he will never be brought to Match with 
her 5 nor-is-the- Match ever made fo fare upon this 
Account, but if at any time Ged dry up thele Nether 
Springs; now the Stream of this Muck-Worm's Aﬀe- 
Ctions, will wholly fail, ſuch a Nabal, will 'God's own 
Daughter, ( Relig:on I mean) find him, that he will be 
ſure toturn her vpon her. Father, not forbearing ( fo 
much as + one Night) to thraſt her out of Doors, 
W hen the: Ark' came into the Houſe of Obed-Edem, 
and they ſaw that it breught a Blcſling vpon him and 
his whole Houſe, then every one ( no doubt ) could 
think -it worth 'their ' Entertainment : But, when 
Judgments attended the Ark of God, almoſt every 
Man thought it a Burden, and by all means would 
turn it eff, fo that in ſuch a time, the Ark of God finds 
no Reſt ;; they ſend itfromGath to Ekron, from Ekron 
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to Akalon, [ 1 Sam. 5, counting him the: y, 
Man that could well rid his hands of it; Thus-cyery 
Man wil! own Religion Proſpering, a. Bleſſing Ark- : 
But, where is he that will own Religion under Worldly 
Diſadvantages, that will, entertain the Ark; of Gody 
when Perſecuted, when Baniſhed, when 
and Un-doing, to thoſe that meddle with-it? How 
ever. the. Love of. the , World. do! thus eat out' the, 
Heart of Religion, with:thoſe who have their Portion 
in this World ; yet, certaialy, it becomes not- you, 
Chriſtians, whoſe Treaſure is in Heaven, thus:to have 
the, Wayes of God in. Admiration for; Advantage ſake: 
Thus'to Morgaye your.eternal Inheritance, to keep 
the poor Cottage of an carthly Eſtate,/ wherein you 
are, but, Tenants at_ Will, Their tion, of [all 
Mens, is moſt Maſerable, who go from Heaven to, 
Hell : From the Heaven ( 1 mearr) of i Wardly Pro» 
ſpericy, to the . Heil of , Endleſs 10n in the 
World to come., The very Lafe of every Worldling: 
is wrapt up in the Bundle of bis outward Enjoyments: 
And .therefore not having. 'made ſure-of Heaveny they' 
mult needs ( as,jt.,was, once ſaid t0.a- great Lord ) be. 
great Loſers when they Dye. 


A ND, ſhall fuck miſerable Caitives as theſe, Chri- 
ſtians ! be the Men to Tread out the Way. for your 
Fett to Walk in, when every Step, alas | that they, 
take, ſinks as low as Hell ? ve you no. other 
to Write after, but that which is Written in ! 
_ no other Path rw the __ = of Men, 

lug. the ,Riches of Heaven and Glory 2 little 
thick Clay, which inevitably leads.to Deſtruction ?. 
Snch an Errour, * thoagh Received by Tradition, is 


Cm 


_T_ FEerlatgue nos & precipitat Traditns per mani 
Error, aliemſque perimus exemplis, Sen. de yit. Beat, 
Cap. 1, pag. mibi 628, 
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— to throw you head-long into Tophet ; thor can 
ou chuſe but Periſh Eternally, if you will make the 

amples of ſuch Miſers the Rule of- your Living, 
Why canrot you ( as # Bernard hath it ) ſuffer the 
Wiſe Men of this World, who, like the Serpenr, lick 
the Duſt of the Earth, to go Wiſely down to Hell ? 
Is it not better ( as a Divine of ours wittily ) that we 
chooſe to Arrive at Heaven with Tatter'd Sails, than 
to Ruffle towards Hell with Cleopatra's Silken Tack- 
lings ? Let others Admire the Gaudy Tulip, whicti 
cloſeth with every approaching Night, and cold Blaſt 
that comes, yet Chriſtians, they ſhould be like the 
Herb Semper-vivam, retaining their Verdure, and 
Greeneſs in the hardeſt Winter. What tho others 
will not have the Golden Apples of ones. not pla- 
ced in the Silver Piftares of Worldly tentments, 
will you therefore Throw away thofe Apples of Gold, 
becauſe the Silver Pictures of your Secular Enjoyments 
may get a Crack, aud are Broken in pieces ? Hea- 
ven it ſelf is a ſufficient Portion ; though you had not 
ſo much as the Crumbs, with poor Lazarss, which fall 
from the Rich Man's Table : how much more, when 
you are ſure of the Barrel of Meal, and that Cruſe of 
Oy for your F;aticum, which will never fail, till the 
Famine be over, and you come to cat Bread, even the 
Bread of Life, in the Kingdom of God ? Remember 
Chriſtians, you -are to || Seck what moſt. may corduce 
to the bringing of you to Heaven, not what is the com- 


{tt Sinite ſapientes kujus ſeculs, alia ſapientes et terram 
lingentes, ſapiemer deſcendere im Infernum. Bernard 
de vit. {olir. 

li Oueramns giid optime faftum ſit, non quid uſita- 
tifſimum : Et quid nos in poſſeſſtone Falicigatis eAEterne 
conſtituat, non quid vn'go veritatis peſſimo intergrets, 
probatum ſir. Sen, de vit. Beat, cap. 2. 
mon 


to the READER. my 


mon ulage of Earthly Minds ; you inuſt look what 
may beſt fit you for your Etepnal Inheritance, not 
what is moſt approved by thoſe, who. have neither 
Part nor Lot therein. *Tis Storted- of Charles the V. 
That when the Duke of Yenice, had ſhewed him his 
ſumptuous Palace and earthly Paradice, inſtead of Ad- 
miring it, he only gave him this Serious and Chri- 
Aids Kenent : Hec ſunt que faciwnt imvitos Mors : 
Theſe are the things that make us ſo Deſirous to Live 
in the World, and ſo Unwilling to Dye. The Lord 
ſees good to break his People 1n their Eſtates, with 
Breagh upon Breach, that they my be more © willing 
and ready to leave the World, to get out of their 
carthly Tabernacles, and to be Cloathed _ with 
their Houſe which is from Heaven, They ſhall have 
nothing but ng and Thirſt, and fiery Serpents in 
the Wilderneſs of this World, that they may never 
take up their Reſt, till they come to the heavenly Ca- 
naar, nor be Satisfied, till they come to fit down to 
the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, where rhey ſhalt 
have a full Meal of Glory. So that. though it be no 
Comfort to be Broken in our Eſtates; yet there is 
much Comfort comes in by Broken Eſtates. Though 
Lazarus had no Advantage from his Poverty, becauſe 
that brovght him to the Rich Man's Gate, yet he had 
great and everlaſting Advantage accrewing to him, 
into the ſweet Repole of Abraham's Buſome. God 
puts the * Gall and Wormmood of Vanity and Vexati- 
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pt 73y waandyar ?  Chryſolt. ad Pop. Antioch. Hom. 
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on, of Trouble and-Diſappointment, upon the Breſts 
of all our 1njoyments here, that we may not have a 
Delight to be always Sncking at them. He makes 
them a Broken Reed, that fearing to be Pierced by 
them, we may not. Lean apon them, He ſets them on 
Fire, now and then, like 'as Abſalom did by Joab's 
Corn Fields, that we may not dare to lye ont' any 
longer, but may gladly repair to him as our Abſalom 
as'the alone Author of Peace, Keſt, and Happine(s 
to-our Souls. And certainly, 'when we find fo much 
Pitterneſs in all oor Injoyments, we yet think it {6 
good to ftay here, did we find nothing bat Dglight 
and Sweetneſs in them, we ſhould never thmk it good 
to:go hence. They that have Feathered their Neſts 
in the World, have no rind {( as One well Obſerves ) 
to be upon the Wing to Fly out of it.” With yon 
Chriſtians, it muſt not be ſo.: Your Emblem ſhould 
be ( ravs iynroSyapuaon, if Clemens hit right) a Ship 
moving towards Heaven, that muſt no where pot in 
for Harboor, till. at the Shoar 'of Bleſſed Eternity. 
H others will Flag and Flatter here below, and be 
Sntangled with the Bird-lime of Wordly Cares, let 
them : Butbeſure that you Soar aloft, getting above 
the Cares of the World, and Flying as with Wings 
like a Dove, to the Windows of the Temple of God, 
m the heavenly Sion. It becomes not you, that are 
the Off-fpring of Heaven, to lye Grovelling upon the 
Earth : You, that -are the Seed of the Woman, it 
becomes not you to Content yourſelves with the Ser- 
pent's Food. The Feart of every Chriſtian is the place 
where God, and Chriſt, and ferions Thoughts of Hea- 
ven ſhould lodge : Let not therefore the World U- 
ſurp upon themz. ſet not your Hearts upon thoſe 
things, which God would have you always to keep 
under your Feet. Remember, Sirs, many might have 
come into the Harbour of E 

Sails, with Top and Top-Gallant of Divine Pler opho- 
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ternal Reſt, with full - 
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way through an umportunate Croud of Earthl 
cumbrances, int the " pn. God. Whenever 
therefore, 1ans, t orld appears to ina 
Garment made of Love, ſuſpe& it for a * Dailey ire 
to Betray = into the hands of your Maxtal i 

the cruel Philiſtines, The Champions could not wring 
an Apple out of Milos's Hand, by all their Strength; 
but a Fair Mold, by Fair Means, got it preſently -: 
Thus, the Beauty and Smile of the World, it os? 
we look not to olirſclves, may eafily Steal- * aac us 
all the ſweet, delicious Fruits of Heaven and Glory, 


Earth-ſeeking is uſually Heaven-loſing :; 
Trade moſt for the World, do ſeldom Parc 


' One Pearl of great Price. Sicily is fo fall of fweer 


Flowers, ( if Diodorus Sicuus may be Credited ) that 
Dogs cannot Hunt there : Sure I am, the- ſweet 
joyments of this World, may .cafily make us loſe 
Scent of Heaven, How well Satisfied then 

be, to be without theſe things, ſtriving to live above 
them, when we find them ſo often, like a ſtrong Re- 
mora, hindring us in our Courſe to the Fair Haven of 
Eternal Happineſs ? Of ſome Mountains, Geographers 
Write, That their Tops are aboye the middle Regs 

of the Air, and out of the reach of Storms : £m 
Chriſtians, they ſhould leave. this lower Region of the 
World, and live above, would they not be -dri-* 
ven in their Voyage towards the Holy-Land. || An«- 
xagoras being Accus'd, as One that Studied not Poli- 
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ticks for his Country's Good ; I have ( cry'd f a 

great Care of my Country ! pointing at Heaven. Let 

the World, Chriftians, Accuſe you how it will, beſure 

that you Study Heaven, that you Meditate Glory, 

= you ſeek with all Care and Diligence the King- 
om © 


OF fo great Conſequence is a dne Reſpe&t to Hea- 
ven'and Glory, that * Lattantius denies thoſe to be of 
the True Religion, who ſeek them not as their Hap- 

ineſs and Reward : Nor will he grant, That any 
an knows the Power of Virtne, who remains. Igno- 
rant of, not deſiring that Eternal Recompence, where- 
with the Lord at length will Crown ir. However, 
you may Learn by this Treatiſe, that it is of wonder- 
ful great Concern to a Chriſtian, in all his Obedience ; 
and therefore, no ſuch Forbidden Fruit as ſome would 
have it be, but a Tree of Life, planted by Heaven, for 
all God's People to Feed upon. Some, 1 know, have 
Applauded- Un-bribed Obedience, withont eying the 
Reward, by the Emblgn of a Lady, with a Water-pot 
in the one Hand, and a Fire brand in the other ; Re- 
ſolving, to Serve 'the Lord, though Hell-fire were 
Quenched with the Water, anc there were no 
Torments to Puniſh her for Sin ; though Paradiſe 
were Burnt up with the Fire, and there were no Re- 
ward, no Heaven, no Glory to Crown her for Well- 
doing. How far ſach Hyperbol/ical Abſtraftions are 
Commendible, 1 have ſhewed elſe-where : And muſt 
h:zre only ſay, That though the New Nature would 


* Eft enim Deus, qui ſolus potefF honorare virtutem, 
cujus merces immortalitas ſola ef# ; quam qui non ap- 
petunt, nec Religionem tenent, cu aterna ſubjacet vita : 
profetto neque virtutis vim ſcinnt cujns premium igno- 


rant. Latt, Initit. Lib, 3. Cap. 27. Þ. 332 


Act 


{ſciences with rhoſe ons, wherein we have not 
the Spirit of Go4 going before us. This were juſt 
as if you ſhould ſet a Man to Shoot, and then take a- 
way the Mark : Or, as if you ſhould bid a Man go 
Work in your Field; ard allow him no Wages for his 
Incouragement. Sure I am, that as the } de- 
terreth us from Sin, by Arguments formed out of Hell 
and eternal Dainnat.on : $0 it incourageth us to wait 
upon God is a way of Duty, by Arguments male oot 
of Heaven and Glory. *+* There is nothing more uſual 
with the Holy Ghoſt, calling poor Sinners to Repert- 
tahce, than to interweave Mercies und. Ju 

Promiſes of Heaven that we may not Deſpair, 
Threatnings of Hell that we may not be Secure, and 
Preſume. Trae it is, God muſt firſt be Loved and 
Served for Himſelf : - And he may be, and {&t- be 
Loved for Heaven too, fo long as we -ſeek no other 
Heaven, but what ftandsin tbe Full Injoyment of Hin: 
ſelf. There is no ſuch a vaſt Hiatus, ſuch a piya xdown, 
ſuch a great Gulf betwixt God's Glory, ard man's 
Salvation, as ſome do Fancy: The Sacred Oracles 
do no where ſpeak of fach an implacabte Enmiry be- 
twixt them, nor any where teach them to ſtand upon 
Terms of Oppdition,.fo that he who beholds the one, 
ſhould not be capable of cailing an Eye upon the other 
allo. <q Clemens Alexandrivins will have the great end 
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of all Religion and rrue- Piety, to be the Acquiſition 
of an eternal Reſt m theDowny Boſome of God's ove. 
To be fure ir doth not Megitimate any Man's Piety, 
nor Impeach the Truth of his Religion, to make this 
his End in ſerving God, that he may arrive at length 
to the full Fruition of God in Gloty. The Lord, by 
a Miracle of Condeſcending Love, doth allow us, in 
Glorifying him, to ſeek our own Glory : And, inf 
Serving Him, he gives us leave.to eye the Saving of 
our own Souls. Should | tell you, that in all his 
Commands, the Lord feeks not Himſelf, but you ;, not 
that he may reap any Accefſions of Happineſs and Gto- 
ry by your Obedience, but that you may carry wr. 
the whole Crop ; there sa Truth in it, for whic 
both Lattantins, and Clemens Alexandrinus will be 
wy Youchees. * The great work which. God hath 
becn contriving from all Eternity, and ſtil! hath upon 
the Wheel in the World, is'to fave his People from 
their ſins, and to bring them to a ſtate of endleſs Hap- 
_ So ſaith Clement. '|) Therefore God wills his 
eople to worſhip and do Homage to him as a Father, 
that keeping on in the pleaſant Paths of Virtue, and 
divine heavenly Wiſdom, they may come at length to 
Life, and bleſſed Immortality with Himſelf. So La- 
ftantius, The Lord ſets us to' Work in his Vine-yard, 


* *Ovdey yag, "a1" 1 tem fyyop wivcr Env "aury nts. 
Sa; 7 arlewny, Clem, Alet. Admonit, ad Gent, p, 42, 


j_ Propterea igitur coli ſe Dens expetity et honyars ab 
homine;tanguam Pater, ut virtuten ac (auentian te 
neat. gue ſola ifmortalitaters parit. Dam qui Deam 
' konorawerit, hoc afficietur, premijo, ut {it aternum bea+ 
1us, fit que apud Deum, et cum Deo ſemper, 1.a&. de 
vit; beat, cap. F. pag. 666, 
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that any Revenues of further Felicity may be | 

into the Exchequer of Heaven for 

ings. The Lord knows bow Dead we. are "Na 
the things which concern our eternal Peace : 

lar ow Toth he tempt. our deſires as it.were with the 


«tenders of Glory, Honour and Immortality, that he 


may bring us to Chuſe, the way of Life, 


AND, O. how Serious ſhould this make wi the 
ltudy of Holiuels how willing to ſpend _ be i 
inthe Work of the Lord, when, fo ſure the 
Lines. of ience which we draw, ep Jn 

Happineſs ! #4 Quintslian is of Opinion, That th 
in it lf Ambition be a Foul Vice, yet it begets as 
OFipring thereof, many a Beautiful and Amiable 4 

pure I am, is an holy noien, þ 

fo be Greatio e Kingdom of God, to fit High ” 

lory,” that, if. deeply rooted in our Hearts, wonld 
bring forth @, moſt virtuous Off-ſpring in our or 
making us Men of brave Rejaloyions, bigh Ma 
Spirits We-ſhould then. think it as muc bei our: - 
ſelves, to; be dabling, like Children, ite of 
Worldly Dr het filing our Laps with the Br 
of Earthly njoyments, as . Alex 
below. his: Pringel aptly Grandeur, to be found 6-4 
at: the Olympick When Hormi/das, that No- 
ble Perſian, could not be drawn by a ſordid Office in 


* Nugs;oend uic@® innifedarry Low, Clem. Hick 
Admon. ad Gent. pag. 45- 


tt Licet ipſa pitium ſit ambitio, frequentio 'tamen 
cauſa virtutum ”* Quinf. lnftitye. Orat. Ub. 1. cj 
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the Stable, to Revolt from Jeſus Chriſt, yet the King 
geht by ſome greater Preferment, to overcome him, 
th e promoting him in his Palace, Fax nega 
Fabri Filinm, ſaid he ; Now deny the C apenter's Son , 
ſpeaking Reproachfully of Chriſt : Bar fuch- Princi- 
ples of Heroicatneſs, ſuch a Spirit of Gallantry, did 
a due reſpe& had to the Recompence of Reward, put 
into him, that he can Trample with an holy Scorn ups” 
on all thoſe Honovrs, when coming to Bribe him out 
of his Intereſt in Chriſt and Glory. Thus it «ould 
make us Scorn the World, and let go all worldly In- 
joyments, rather than Deny Chrift, or do any thing 
unworthy our Chriſtian Profeſſion, did we bat ponder 
upon the Crown prepared for us. He that hath this 
Hope, purifies himſelf, (ſaith the Apolile LS 3. 3.) 
3 ſpeaking of the Hope of Glory at Chriſt's Appear- 
ance ] as he is pure. If any thing there be, which can 
beget in us a care to walk before God, -in all holy 
Converſation and Godlineſs,, *tis certainly the due 
Conſideration of that Erernal Reward that God fcts 
before us. Heart Purity, with a Life 'of practical 
Godlineſs, that's the Regia Via, the King of Heaven's 
High-way, which leads to Glory: So that whoever 
bath a doe reſpeft to heavenly Glery, defiring that as 
the Reward of all his Labours, can no more wake 
liz ht Performances, than a Man who defires Life, can 
ſ-t.Light by Food and Raiment, with ſuch tike Com- 
forts, that are as Oy to feed that Lainp. «As there 
is no poſlibitity of arrfving at Heaven without Know- 
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4 Scientid id preftat, ut quomodo, &t que pervenien- 
dum fit; noverimus , virtns wt perveniamns. Alternm 
ſine alters nibil valet > ex ſeientia enmuwirtus, ex vir- 
tute Summum Bonum naſcirur. Lact. Inftit, hid. 3. 
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ledge of the way-:; So neither is it pollible, that we 
hogld ever come to Heaven, the way being known 
without walking therein, 'Tis not: the Facob's Staff 
of Speculation, but' the Facob's Ladder of a Godly 
Converſation, by which we muſt Climb the Tree of 
Life. The >chool-men have large Diſputes pro and cove 
about the Nature of Dy, Whether it. conſiſt more 
im Speculation or-in Practiſe ? _ Againas makes Theo» 
logiam Speculatinam, and Scotus will have it Pratti- 
cam, but indged 'tis rhe Complication of both theſe - 
that makes a good: Chriſtian, whoſe Goſpel Light 
muſt be Aninaced with a Goſpel Life, and all whoſe _ - 
Knowledge muſt Expatiate into Obedience. Theſe 
things of you ning we the Lord * Us) bappy are 

e if you [4 ohn, 13. 17. ma 
be our Pilot to guide-us in our courſe ;, hey rr 
is the hy + in which we maſt Sail to the Shore of eter- 
nal - Soul fatisfying / Happineſs. - Hence the le, 
( TFames, 1. 25. ) pronounces the Pratt er 
Bleſſed, though not for his Decd, yet in his Deed clear- 
ly making Practiſe the Evidence, tho not the Grouud 
of our Happineſs ;, the Way that leads to a Crown 
of Life, though not the Price whereby we ſhould think 
to purchaſe it. As God a 0 ifal Rewarder of 
0 he 
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thoſe that diligently ſeek him, will be ſought be- 
1 fore ever a gene of ctcrnal Glory can be had. 
. Having therefore our Eyes upan the Star of Trac Hap- 
© pines, let us keep our Hands tothe Helm of Practical 


Holineſs. . £'] He that would be Bleſſed, deſiring to be 
Wiſe to Salvation, let him hear the Voice of God ; let 
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him work Righteouſneſs; ter him-defpiſe homane Var 
nities ; let him e divine Offices z that he ma 
come at length to the foll'Enjoyment of that"Chiefei 
| Good, for which be came into the World. We mult 
quit ourſelves like Men on Earth, or never look to be 
tnade glorious like the Angels in Heeyen. True Hap- 
ineſs is a rich Jewel, Lockt ug in the Cabinet of 
aven, in the Kingdom of God : Holineſs muſt turn. 
the Key, or the Dor of Blefſedneſs, the Gates of the 
Haayenly Feryſalem, will neyer open to us. | Keep we 
herefare qur Eyes upon Heaven's Glory, and they 
ear we ta do the Work of Ged upan Earth if w 
can. "It's hope of Gain that makes the diligent Trades- 
man be up ſp early, gnd ſo patient to endure hardſhip : 
ow much more ſhould the Hope of ga not Farth 
t Heaven, not thoſe Riches which periſh im the uſing, 
2 the Riches of eternal Glory, make us labotir to 


| ou 7 'Oh let Carking for this World be expel- 
ed with our Care for Heaven : Let this eat vp our 
carts With deſire to have the Injoyment of that glori 
ous Inheritange'!” 'Tis Fabled of Zeobis and Biroy 
that their Father having been imploring the greateſt 
Blcfling frotn the Gods ypon theſe his Two Sons, the 
ork morning they Were found both Dead in their 
Beds. The greateſt Bleffing that can befall a Child 
of God, is to dye in the Lord, bidding Adieu to this 
yale of Tears, and {o ' entring upon his Maſter's Joy. 
The Happineſs of God's People doth indeed dawn in 
$bis Life in the Bgautits of Holineſs from the womb of 
Fe Morning ; but the Noor-tide of their Happineſs, the 
eridian I ight of Glary, doth never ſhine forth npon 
them, till they come to Heaven. Moſt of a Chriſtian's 
Drink in this Life is Oxy-e: ; Heaven aloneputs that 
ure Cpp of Conlolation into his pt ee ther 
$ 10 four Ingredients. © Truc Blefſednels grows ind 
þpotz the Tree of Gadlinefs,” which hath Indeed 
bd. | | ons 
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ſome Bloomirgs and Buds of Comfort here ; 
comes not to it's full groweh till another Life: 
World is too Cold vs Climate w wy it 10 
neſs; it muſt firſt be ako; porvvn 

Canaa have the Sun of coobek hs 
it in full ſtrength, before the bleſſed Fruit T7 
will ever be brought to it's full Maturity, Sa that a 
' Chriſtian doth not Wirher when plucked up of 

as it y_ by the ogg ders he Fen __ 
his gro eaving the Wilderne in 
Canaan, where the Fruit of Holiness i is now Cromped” 
with Life everlaſting, 


COME « then, come all ye that Hunger, that be- 
ing ſatisfy'd with this heavenly Food, ye may lay afide,, 
your Hunger for ever. This Meat and Drink, which 
God hath provided in HeaveſF, is of that Sov 
Virtue, that it both makes the Flind to See, and the. 
Deaf t6 Hear, and the Lame to Leap for Joy, and the 
Fooliſh to know Underſtanding, and the Sick it reſtores 
to Health, and the Dead it makes to Live a life of end- 
leſs Glory. Tully would have a Prince” fed with Ho- 
nour, and drawn to Herojck Atchyeveneney by the 
defire of Glory and Renown : yd a m_—_ Tong 
* have God's People to live: upon Glory 29 
aS that which will draw they to to walk & of God? God, 


| —_—_— 


T YVeniant, qus eſuriunt \, ut caleſts cibo oſaturat rb 
ternam famem ponant.. V entant qu 
alutarem de perenns Caleſtique Fines TY, ray Np wry 


bus trabant. Hoe cibatu _ porw Dei, et coach Vir 

debunt,; et (urd; audient ;, & — — 

d; ambulabunt \, & ftults ſopient > egrots valtbunt 

& mortui reveveſcent, 2&. de vit. Beat, cap. _ 
pag. 732. Edit. Gal, 
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who hath called them out of Darkneſs mto the King- 
dom .of his dear Son. Can any Man that ſces Heay- 
en, and knows what it is to be with the Lord tor 
ever, go On in a courſe of ſenſual brutiſh living, not re- 
garding to re himfelf for the Glory to be reveal- 
ed in him f So ſweet is the Pleaſure of that eternal 
Light, that if we ſhould enjoy the ſame no more thay 
one ſhort hour, yet for this one hour's Happineſs, we 
ought, and that deſer'edly, to deſpiſe all the Delights 
atd Pleaſures that the aviverſal confluence of Worldly 
en;oyments could afford us. 


TELL me then, if God's People be not well advi- 
ſed, to ſtudy Holineſs ? Tell me, if the Wicked be 
not dreadfally Beſotted, to go on in acoprie of Ungod- 
lineſs ? Oh tell re, ep yuurſclves rather, if the Fleſh 
id a deadly Enemy, if the Werld be not a mur- 
thefous Traytor, that for the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
are bur for a ſcaſon, would inake us to forfeit ſuch ful- 
neſs of unutterable Joy es at God's right-hand for ever- 
more ? What Man that is well in has Wits, confider- 
inz theſe things, would delight in the Pleaſures of 
Death, to loſe for- them the Paradiſe of God ? To 
live a life of ſenſual Pleaſure, ar to win the World by 
works of Darkneſs, what is your Gain poor Mortals, 
if you loſe the Inheritance of Saints in light ? Re- 
member, Heaven is an holy place, into which nothing 
that defileth, or is unclean can ever enter | Queen E- 
tiz.abet'r, they iay, obſerving once in her Progreſs ſome 
FiRures of her ſelf, hung up that were much unlike 
ker. cauſed them to be pulled down and burnt: Burn- 
mgand everlaſting Deſtruion in Hell maſt be the end 
cf all "thaſe who ftrive nut to become like God in Pu- 
rity ans Holineſs! Befure therefore that you be 
found changed into his Image : Let every unrightequs 
way, be thuni'eg, and let Religion be your 73 Ieyor, the 

: great 
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tothe READER. xy 
reat Buſimeſs of your Lives, would you ever eſcape + 
ifery, - and be with Glory. You muſt - 
both begin and hold on in the Spirit, would you ever 
come to the Spirits of Jaſt Men made Perfe&,- te 
that wonld have his Holineſs carry his Soul to Heaven, 
mu't be fare to carry it to the Grave with him, - Per- 
ſeverance, that is the Cruwning Grace z, and yet few 
there be, who do Crown their good Undertakings with 
Perſeverance... Albeit, that thoſe alone who continue 
in Well-doing to the end ſhall be Saved, : | Yet ſmall ; 
is the number of thoſe, who make not a full end 
Well-doing, before ever Salvation be obtained. The 
hands of our Faith and Obedience, like thoſe of Moſes, 
are apt to grow weary, and tv hang down, it the iv- 
ing Stone of an iy glorions Reward, be not £ got 
under them, by a due ReipeR-had rhereunto : 4 
therefore our Hearts may never fail uz, nor our Hands 
grow weary in Well-doing, the Lord allows us to 
have with s an Eye fixed upon the Kecompence 
of Life everlaſting, 


WHAT then remains, but that we all give dili- 
gence to anſwer the Lord's Bounty, with undaunted 
Perſeverance in a way of Daty, looking carefully to 
ourſelves, that we loſe not the things h we have 
wrought, but that having finiſhed our Courſe with 
Joy, we may receive a fill Reward. He that holds 
the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience ſhall 
be Saved ; but he that makes Shipwrack of Faith and 
a good Conſcience ſhall be Damned ! Look to it Chri- 
Mans, exchange not Cavan for Egypt, exchange not 
Heaven for Hell, Oh take heed that you make not Sale 
of a Crown of Life, of a Kin2dom that cannot be ſha- 
ken, for the Wages of Unrightcouſneſs ! 


NOW 


xxvj Thr EPISTLEv 


N O W- may the Lord make this enfaing Diſcourſe 
to you, like a 'Golder Spur, to extimulate and provoke 
to Diligence, in the way to So. _ He cauſe it, 
like fo much divine Neperthe, to your world! 
Sorrows, and to fill your Souls with the Oyt of Glad- 
neſs ! May he let you find it as a Pillar of Fire to 

vide you through this Wilderneſs, to the Land of 
romile ! - Mey he change it whilit you ſhall medi- 
tate upon it, into the Chariot of Amminidab, that will 
carry your Hearts away into Heayen, enabli you 
- lay up for yourſelves a Treaſure there ! So Pray 


Yours in the Faith, Love, 
and Service of the Everlafe- 
ing, Goſpel, for JESUS's 
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PROSPECT 


"Heavenly Glory, 
For the Comfort of 


Sion Mournezs 


H E B, XE. xxvL 


For he had Reſpet# unto the" Recompence of 
the Remard, 

— —_—_ —— — 

CHAP, L | 

The Con-Text Cleared, the Text Divided, and 

the Terms Explained, with the Dottrine 

Obſerved from the Wor ds, | 


Qs: Grſt "the Tree of Knowledge, became 


; an occaſion of eternal Death to ns, the Tres 
of Life it ſelf, hath brought forth almoſt no» 
thing elſe but Apples of Contention 

us, ſme Afﬀirming, That we are 69 Merit eternal _ 


2 -—- A Proſpe# of Heavenly Glory 


by our Obedience, and others, denying the Lawful- 
neſs of having any reſpe@ at all to eternal Life in our 
Obedience; though only by way of eofiaenſts, 
and as the ;inmerited, and grataitous Reward, whi 
God hath freely promiſed to all that *D-lgently ſeek 
bim, Heb. 11. 6. 


BUT as C5r:# himſelf, the fole Author of eternal 
Life to all that him, was Crucified berwixe Two 
Thieves, {0 that which 1 take to be'the Troth of God 
in this caſe, as neither Derogating from the Freenels 
of his Grace, ner yet Patroniziffs Diſingenuity and a 
Mercena Pri in Man, why, it lyes inviolate be- 
twixt theſe 1 wo Extremes; which are both of rhem 
Errots of no leſs! danzrrous Conſequence, than of ma» 
nifeit and palpable Repognancy to the anerring Rule 
of Truth, God's holy Word. For though we may 
not-have Reſpect to the prrchaſing of eternal Life, by 
our Obedience, yet, we may lawfully have Reſpe to tte 
Poſſeſſion of it in owr Obedience : And thongh we 
muſt not make eternal Life the fole Ground 'of Obey- 
ing the Lord, yet we may lawfully with. /4oſes, to 
quicken us in our Obedience, have Reſpe& t6 the Re- 
compence of Reward,as I hope by Divine affittance, ha- 
ving firſt given you'the Dependance, and genuire Senſe 
of them, to make good from the Words of my Text. 


FOR the Dependanceof the Words, we muſt know 
that if we look vpon the general ſtate of this Chapter, 
wherein they have tbeir = of reſidence, we ſtall find it 
to be av Apoljolical Abridgment of the Old Teftament, 


in that part thereof which is Hiſtorical, containing 3 
Narr-tion of the Heroical Atchievements of thaſe Fa- 
Pious Wortbies of ths ' Lord, the exceHency of whoſe 
Faith in the many eminent Fruits, and invincible Ope- , 
rations of it, is herein left upon everlaſting Record, 

| «a$ 


For the Comfort of Siow's Mourners, =p 


as that which ſhall be found wnto Praiſe, and 
et Glory at the bleſſed Appearance » of rl Crils, 


1 Pet: 1. 7, 


AMORE theſe ent hemp, , of whom 
h Men a omen,. oor gives a garticular 
Cata'ogue, as of Perſons made 
able Fruits of a lively Faith, have Renowned 
themſclves as Servants af;vely, by their doing and li- 
Solfiers paſf and others have approved themſelves as 


Soldiers paſſtvely their Mega Suffering, 

and Dyi por Ge But now wr , of whonr my 

Text 15 poken, ſtands full in both a 
as having Een ſulfclent T 


ditions, eſtimony- of | 
Faith, not only iv oy what he id, bat alſo by what he 
ſuffered : forth his Life in 


not only laying 

Cf £508. bor 2G by is readineſs to lay 
both Riches, and Arte & a Pleaſures, Yea: nid Li 
it ſelf. for the Cauſe of God. For, whereas, whilſt 
wy his Non-age, he had the Honour to be called the 

of Pharoa [Dnaghier, yetno on did he come 
to Age, and arrive at the 'axud_ of true Wiſdom, but 
ke voluntarily renounced that Priviledge, though bee. 
ſibly it might bave proved a Preludium to Royal 
tity, intirlifp him 'ro- the Crown and Government of - 
all Egypt, fo great was his Ambition to be' formd in the 
number, that-he might have a Right to all the PO 
ledges of Gotl's Children. ver.” 24. - + 


WHEREAS he might have; lived a Condi, 
enjoying what Heart could with, faring delicioufly'e- 
very day, and ylutting hiwaſelf with al carnal- Plea- 
ſures, -that either variety! of melodious Sound 7 and 
exquiſite. tarmony, or.gorgeous Apparel, oriextremi- 
ty of Luxury could polhibly afford :\Yer we find him 
b Þþ ing-adica to all _— and racher chuſmng ro fuſer 


a 
b— 
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P Gad, than to enjoy thaſe, and the ke. Plea 
yh '7 Sin RT foakts, %. 25 


wherein my Text 1 
fies of him, that be pre 


? " 


wy 


THAIS | have in ſhort giver you th 
of the ie and thereby alio given. you to pnder- 
ſtand, that they. are!brougkt iv as one-gran ÞLeaſan 


-- 


1 it will make him gore 
Sake him follow -hard 


verſity as in; SES 
fer, and 
he may attain ſuch a 


a Reward that is pot leſs 
of God oyer all, bleffed for eres, 
there is fulneſs of Joy, a cad _—_ TP 


are Pleaſures |} 


BUT waving the Relative —_ 
Words, we purpoſe to inſiſt apon them as 
Confidered,. and as they are an intire 
of themſelves, and ſo they will preſept os 
Two Confiderables following. 


I. A Gracions AR, exerted by Afoſes, the Man 
of God, and that we OX theſe 
Words ; For he had Reſpeft —— 


IT. A Glorious ObjeR, about which, that Aﬀ of 
Moſes was exerciſed, and that we have expreſſed, 
in"theſe Words ; T4 the Recompence of the 
Rewar * 


THESE ate the parts 'of the T Gentine 
fenſe wheres! "hen You te bp 
the Terms; labottfing now to break the Shell, that 
you "thay come fo thar ſweet Kernel of Goſpel-truth, 


Which is wrapt vp, and enctoſed therein. -. 


FOR bt badyt bet? 7 los Pkg 6 inphjedthat 


raciotts A& of Fe ny e Þ 
Redfality fixing bis es TUM ns = : 


Reward, as matter of ging inc ht'to IN 

hit@1f for” the Lord's fake, "in all So Riches 

Horurs; and" yariety "of catriat Picaſures, oetich Þ b 
_ diſſeab 


ling 


; ht 


theſe 
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& A Projpett of Heaven Glory, © 


*whatever Honours, whatever 


4 —_— 


difſenbling Conſcience, and continuing a Courticr he 
might provdahly have-enjoyed, at-leaſt far a Seaſon. 
The Origina)] word '«v*6x4#+ .is metaphorical, ſignify- 


Ing in this place, to -look from one thing to another, 


"not with the eye of the Body by any corporeal ſight, 
but with the (+ of the Soul! by Y itoa ht gh, 
fo truly it doth moſt cophat cally ſet forth tne power 


of Moſes his Faith, enabling him to look from the 
"things that are (cen, to the (hlngs that are not ſeen, 
from things Te» poral to things Eternal, by which 


means he was erfull uraged to let go all 
worluly- Ford : ws falfe r_ AMiction Cchear- 
fully with the people of God. Moſes had the whole 
Land of Epypt, together with all the Riches, Glory, 
and Pleaſures thereof before him , which a Carnal 
heart would think might have made him content to 
live and die a Courtier : But fach was the power of 
Faith within him, fixing his heart and mind upon 
things above, upon the Land of Promiſe, the Carle/tial 
Canaan, the Heavenly Feraſalem, together with the 
Beatifical Viſion of in-Eternal Glory, that for 
theſe he can chearfully renounce whatever Riches , 
Pleaſures the Land of 


e£gypr could poſlibly afford him. . 


T 0 the Recompence of the Reward. ] That glorious 
Objet, upon which, Afoſes fixing his eye, did fo 
chearfully deny hunſelf in all his worloly enjoywments, 
you bave here expreſſed by one word in the Original, 
roam 5 le, fignifying ſuth a Reward,whereby a Man 
is R:compenced. This Recompenſe- is diverlly taken, 
according to the Perſous to, whom ,: and :work for 
Which, it is given. When to 8 wicked Perſon for an 
evil work, it interdetb a fearful Revenge, compruing 
under it Indignation 'and. 'Wrath , Tribulation .and 
Anguilh, as that which is due, tv Sinners upon the 
commiltion of any the laſt Tranſgreſiiun : Bur _ 
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's part, om though we are 
ble Servants, and can merit nothing at his | 
will not ſuffer us to-do or endure any thing for his 
ſake, without a moſt tranſcendently gfeat and glorious - 
Recompence. | 


WHAT that recompence of fewatd was; upon 
which Moſes ſo fedbality finds his £ye,.1$.n0t hete 
I confeſs diſtin&ly ſet d but yet we may "eafily 
colle&t from the- carriage of Moſes, that it was. ſome 
higher Honour, ſonie better Pleaſure, ſome more 'ex* 
C0 _ and yr Treaſure, on Se Land of «Egypt: 
could ever 8 him, otherwiſe, making choice 

theſe, why is it that we find him renouncing thoG. 
unleſs we ſhould think him to haye av x . the 
worſe, when yet ,we find the Spirit of God, in the 
words of my Text,commending his choice? © 


'TWAS not then any Temporal Reward, bat" an 
Eternal Reward. that Afoſes had in his eye. *Twas' 
not Earth, but. Heaven ; 'twas not the Meat thac 
periſheth, but. the Meat, which will indure' to_Ever- 
laſting Life ; 'twas not any Mowentary Pleaſare 1aft 
ing  ouly. for a Seaſon, but it. was Fulnels of "in 
God's preſence, it was perſe&t freedom, from Sin,” it- 
was: Grace; glorified, it was the Beatifical, Viſion of 
God in Heaven, together with thoſe Soul-faris 
Pleaſuxes that are at his Tight ,hand ' for eyermore, 
which, in all his obedience, we find aſe; 
ly 16oking. Ye oa Ss 
_ SO then, from the pratiſe of: M46/22, the Man 
CoJthus fixing his W.5% all his" lene 
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8. __ A'ProſpetÞof Heavenly Glory, 

tlie" tecompenice of Reward, and encotraging hintſelf* 7 
therewith chea to bear the Croſs of Chriit, to” 7 
Mot tification, "'Self-denyal,; and ' the Hike wholſome 7 
ſever.ries of Religion, you way obſerve with ure 'this 
FS... | 


DOCTRINE. 


That God"s People for their better encouragement to all” © 
tely , ſelf-denying , and obediential walking, befare- * 
kim, they nay Fvofuly have Rejpett to the Recom- 

pence * the Reward, | | 


WHILST we're denying ovr ſelves, running the: 
way-of Gal's Conimandments, and doing the work 
which, he hath given us to finiſh bere on Earth, 'tis 
n0-Solacifin. at all in Chriſtianity, fer us ro 'have'our 
cye lteefaflly fixed vpon that eternally glorious Re- 
ward, which the Lord hath laid op with” himſelf for 
us in the” Kivgdom of Heaven.” We way, lawful 
walking with God all our life, be encouraged again{ 
whatever. Difficuliics and Perfecutions we meet with 
in Heaven's way, to think . how. ir.corruptible the 
Cronn is, bow, glorjous. the Kingdom, how unſpeak- 
able the” Toy, hoiy. {Fcare, the Reft, how erdlets the | 
Pleaſures, huw undefiled the Inheritance, how fult, un 
intercaptible, .and cycrtaſtingly fatisfymg, the Com- 
mnyon with God over alt bleed" for eyer is, where- 
of we Nall. take Poſſeflion in the hour cf death. * * 

_HO.LY. Daniel, when praying in the Land of his ' 
Captivity, be. optyed his Window, and fer his face 
towards Jeruſalem, Thus when Praying, when Re- 7 
penting, when Suffeting, and Dying for Chriſt,” we : 
may lawfally open the'Eye of Faith, and ſer oor faces 
towagys the heavenly Jeruſalem, rowards the promiſed 7? 
Canaan, towards the Temple of Cod in Zion, the © 
plate of our eternally blefled; and glorious + 


; 


or. the Comfort of Sion's Mourners., 6 

'T 1'S, a; bold, attempt for. Men to make reſtrjftions 
where, God . himlelf hath.made none.; for Men to f 
we ſt. not, when God himſelf ſaith we ; #324 
our obedience have an eye to the recompe Key 
ward, tothe fall enjoyment of him in Glory. 


THE example of Moſes in this place, doth, evince 
beyond all exception, that ſoine relpeR may lawfully 
be had)to the recompence. of the Reward, at leaſt by 
way of motive and encouragement to fiir us up, ahd 
to quicken us both in doing and {uffering for the 
God of Heaven. For this you ſee is given 10 .as one 
ſpecial reaſon, Why he refuſed to be called the Son 
of Pharaoh's Daughter :. Wliy tic choſe rather to ſuffer 
”m with the People of God, than to enjoy the 
pleafurts of [it far a ſeaſon : And, why be cHeemed rhe 
Reproath of Chriſt. greater Riches than the Treaſures of 
egypt, Even: becauſe he had a reſpet? to rhe. Retom- 
pence of the Rew#rd , eſteeming of all- the Riches, 
Honours,” Pleaſures and En'oyments 'of this World, 
as not worthy to, be compared. with rhe Glory-thar 
was to be revealed in-tim, 


AND if Moſes might thus incourage himſelf to 
indure hardſhip, as a' good Souldier of Jeſus Chapt, 
by having an eye fixed upon the recompence of Re- 
ward,” upon Glory, Hotiour, and. Immortality, why 
thould '.1t 'not- be Jawfat for- Chriſtians to do. the 
{ame'? , How can that be unlawful - in Chriſtians, 
which the Holy Gholt bath left, upon eternal record, 
as a watter of high commendation in him ? Let us 
not thick that the Lord will condeam os for looking 
at that in, our Obedjence, for,wbich he hath fo highly 
co.nmended his Servant Hoſth, t:i:at which was 1m- 
puted to him for a Virtue, will never be unputed to 
us tor a Crime : But' we'alfo} as well as be, may;zfor 
our better encourageinent in-all the ways of obedt- 
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The” Husbandmart eah 
and Charges cf Seed-rirhe, *t | 
great, when'his-eFr is fixed'vpos the Hirveſt,” Phus 
to wake. us, chearful in ſawing to. the Spirit, we may 
lawfully Have an! eye to the great Harveſt, when 
every 'one that now fowertht Righteoulnels, ſhalt be 
ah to Reap a' full Crop" of *Ererial 'Glory, 'Gal. 6: 
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CHAP. -bL 
The Method laid down, with two imtroduttory 


Propoſitions, for the better miider Htnding of ; 


the Doctrine 
Je oroſecotion' of this-Heavenly' Truth, having 


firſt premiſed ſomething by''way of-IntroduRtion; : 


I purpoſe, ( annuente Deo ) to obſerve this Method. 
Þ Þ ſhall fheiw: ou, What it is to; have reſpe& to 
the Recomperce of the” Reward. t ny.) VG 

I: 1 ſhall endeivobr to let yon - underfland; How 
your t6 have ReſpeR to the Recompence of Re- 
ward; 6 


171 -fhall pive yoa, -Sume Scripture Reaſons; 


fo - A Proſe if Heavenly Glow,” 
ence, ave: reſpe&” t6 the" recompence- of reward, to 
that /a+ —_— CO_—— 'rrernal iwerght's Glory ©: 
 chee only undergo the Labor 

thobgt”'tiany" times very 
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proving that you msy"kave reſpect to the rceompence 


of reward. * 


IV: AND laſtly, I fliall help you to'improve this ; 


be 
SN 


Truth, by way of Uſe aud Applicatien;/that {0 it _ 


Vs 
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For the Gomfart of Sion's Mourners, 11. 
nabe. ope rotrable, bot every 5 ON Fe: 


your 


EFORE eto theſe: things, you mu 
Bk ag | ſomething eras binte Fa 
way. of .intr bog, whe I. ſtall wholly FO 
in thele + two. parti 
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there were 10 Heaven, ng. Gs, nor W-ry - 

ternal Life to.:be expetted from him, The - 

tion .of aur obedience. to. the Lon Jehovah, , 

not ſo much from the promiſe -of- Eternal L 

need to the Commandmevt, as From the ack 
God's Commanding. 


Rey ale D, . wheryever God hs 

with; Fromiles,..crowni our. 

with an Et Erernally Glot r.D 
under. a; * Fi RE 


eparate bers th £ Prep 
take , away SN this 
Will not, di Y Bey dine mo ulify. I 
bedience to God, that lis! upon us. * F a Os 
it is, and atterly repugnant to the quality of Ra- 
tional Creatures, as; we are, yot.to be ſubjet to the 
will of aug. Creatar, .and mdebred in all poſſible Q- 
bedience to him inade us, PR 


-OGuem—pYy oo #5 os o GIG ro 


260" At a. APSY:80 err - - 


SUGH..i = the tranſcendent Excaleneycer. God, 
thaz.. in-.hicaſelf, he ig, infigitely wor 
Services, Add is the. 50 vereignty..« > ht = 


that - though wel rve kim. ten 
together, 4a..the = epi ED 
yet aft er 


wanner, that. ever gait or Gt di 


- 
this 


—_—_ 
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-» 


this, © he-tmight annihilate 'vs' 2 and-*yer *do- us" no" 7 
| 1126 110Þ 


wrong. 
'WHATSOFVER we are, whatſoever we have 


whatſoever we are able to do in ths apa; the I-rd” , 


hath more intereſt in it'than we have our 


elves, and” ” 


therefore we owe our ſclves, we owe *our! enjoyments, © * 


and ſervices. to him; fo. that, he may juſtly , require 
them at our. hands upon any terms, and we are 


to. ſurrender them,' though he ſhould never vonchſafe* 2 
us . the leaſt recompence of Reward for {> doing. : 


(4) Though we may. look to'the Rerompence of 
Reward,. yet we muſtmor ſtay there,” but muſt Jook 
beyond it to. God's Glory, reſolving, that though he 
ſhould "ntver Keward vs, yet in well-doing we would' 
glorify him. | | 


" A Child 'is bovn\ in duty to obey tis Parevts, 
thovgh they have no Portion, no Riches, no Tyberi- 


tance.to beſtow upon him, becauſe they are kis Parents: © 
Thus Chriſtians, though there, were no Heaven, ria ? 
Happineſs, no reward of :Eternal 1 ife for God" to be- * 


Raw, upon.ybu, yet doubriefs you were bound® rg'o7 » 


bey him, .cyen becauſe he'1s God over alt left for 


Ever. 


(b) FOR ſundry reſpetts whatever 'pood works 
we do, or Can do, they are all of them due'to God, * 


—————— 


— 


(a) Nos tamen in premijs non oporter tor fifere, ſed © 


longitts ſpectare ' ad gloriam dif "ur  qruiamvit nulld 
premia propenerentir, tamen velimas Feete futere:” " 


" (b) Pluribas de canſsr in ſoliditm omitia ojera noſtta © 
bonk ſum debira deo, ita ut poſſit ormia exigere, etiamſs © 


yremmm zulum dare velit. Bern. in Setm. ds Que | 
and © 


draped, * 


oe <oon ny | 93g 4 _ -- | a4 C _ _ | _——— _ 

For the Comfort of: Siow's Mogrngr?. T3. 
and therefore, (faith Bernard) he might requi 
of us, and we accofdingly were bound” to” 


them, though he ſhould never render to us for them 
the reward of Eternal Life | 


2. THAT. though we thus owe Obtdjence 18 Co7, 
and are bound to {erue him, were there no Reward is 
be expcHed, yet ſuch 15 the infinite condeſcention” and 
goodneſs of God, that be hath provided” an 'Eternally 
glorious Reward for all ſuch as walk ſoicerely in O: 
bedience before him, _ He might exa&t Obedience at 
our hands upon terms of abſolute Sovereignty; bat 
ſuch i3 his matchleſs condeſcention, that he only deſires 
it Boo Terms of Boanty, and requn:rative- Gyogs 
nels. | 


( c) THE Lord, though in regatd of bis abfolats 
Sovereignty over us he might , yer ſach is, his re- 
munerative Goodneſs that he will not ſuffer any*thing 
which. we do for bim_ to go unrewarded, bat. will 
certainly Crown it with Etcrral Glary, | 


AS Chriſt commanded the broken Meat to be 
gathered- ap, not- ſaffering the leaſt fra ; to, be 
loſt ; So the Lord will gather an account of 


——I—_— "I 


(ec) Quanvis deys. qus omnium Conditar "off A 
53 [ac 
14M 


dominus pro ſuo in nos jure” et impio Volunitat 
precepts ſirpliciter proporiere © et 4 nobis obedient 
maga authoritdte exgere poſſit, patris. ramen ingenium 
potiurnguam ſever et immitis dominj, mares initats 
uult , una cum preceptis ſuis amblifivias omnis 
generis bonorum promiſſiones propanens, quo favilini a 
nobis obedientiam imperret., qui tat, tamgue-graves fen- 
runes Remoras que 4 Vie ſalu:is revecan. © Cualkhber. 
in 11. Johan. 4. 18. Page. 64. ok 

D 4 all 


| + ak 4 
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14......A Projpett of Heavenly Glory, © © © © 
all and wh never ſuffer us to loſe | 
fo uh 4: Prayer, as a Sigh, as a Tear, no nor ſa 
much'as,a Cup of Cold Water by bim, Mar. ro. 
God's People are now indeed, by thoſe that have their 
Hope in this Life, counted of all Men moſt miſerable : 
But when Chriſt ſhall come to be glorified in (his 
Saints, and admired of all thoſe that believe, then 
ſhall the Wicked themſelves be convinced, that verily 
wry is a Reward for the Righteous, Pſal. 58. 11. 
icked Men think it in vaio to ferve Gol ; wy 
can ſee no profit in keeping his Ordinances : 
however, it we walk uprightly,abounding in the wark 
of the. Lard, we ſhall find, that our laboor will not 
be in vain with the Lord, and that in keeping bis 
Commandments, there is great Reward, P/al. 19. T1 
1 Cor. 1S-'5, &.. (& will neyer forget our 
Iabour of Love, nor (uffer any good thing that we 
do for him to go unrewarded. 


'TIS ftoried of C ains the Emperour, that after 
he came to be Emperour, the firſt” thing he did was 
ro prefer Agrippe, who,for wiſhing him that Imperial 
Digrurgohad {yffered Itnpriſoninent,” to whom he gave 
of Chain of Gold full as heavy as the Chain of Iron, 

hich Aerigpa had worn in Priſon 'for his\ ſake : Thus 
40 -be-ſure, when the Lord comes to fit vpon the 
prone of bis Glory, the firſt thing he will do, (hall 
.be' ts. Reward all thoſe that have done'or fuffered 
& thing for his fake ; then he ers upon their Heads 
» Grown of 


Rigtiteouſnels, then he*puts then in full 

bn of Eternal” Glory, theh He 'calfs them'vp 

into Everlaſting Communion with God'in Heaven, 
ſaying ; Come ye Bleſſed of wy Father. Mar, 25. 54. 


(d ) Nullum etenim bonum irremuneratum dens re- 
linguit. Carthuſtan, in Luke 16. 
Pharaoh's 


nn Le 


but the Lord will never forget TOE: 


nar ſuffer any thing) that we-do for him, to | 
warded. Heb. 6. 10. We have yl = 
who cannat Lie, i $5. our Seavrieys 


continuance in well-doint ,, we [ce LH Glory 
and Immortality, be w'l 109 Boku u jag nn! 
with. Life eur: 


—— —— FE Sad. Sond tac 
—— — 


CHAP. In, 


1he Dottrine explain'd ; fbewing Db. 
heve # Reſpect to the Recompence' "pf 4 the” 


Reward, in Six Particulars, 


I. HESE things premiſed, I come. now to ſhew 

you, Whatiris to op Reſpect in our O- 
bedience to the Recompence of Reward : | And that 
I ſhall indeavour ro do in theſe few Particulars. ; 


1. STEDF AST LY to believe, that 
Reward for the Righteous, and that our 
never be in Vain'in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 5; 7 
is the Eye of = Sonl, that gives it a hgke &* 
eternal_good things, which are not ſeen : 


mes 17 oor we get as it w 
op of Mount other b- pt 
F:ith, a Profp 72 WHY 
after oar wearifoet! Heh po. 


arg 4 


(e) Lirungnt> Janis pact 
et negare ſolemt + Chriſtes tamen id nec facks _— 
nec facere potefF, Titus I. 2. Davenunt in Col. C3. 
V. 24. P--479- ; ; 
a Laſting 


1Þ, A Proſpett of Heavenly Glory, . - 
laſting Wlorious Reſt, then we. have reſpe@ ro therecour 


perice of rhe Reward. 

MEN may poſſibly diſcourſe of Heaven and Glory, 
telling you 40 Admiration, how incorruptible the 
Crown ts, how everlaſting the Joy, and how tranſcend- 
ently Gloriots the Happineſs, which Goii hath pro- 
vided for thoſe that Love him. : Burt ti!t they fied- 
faſtly believe the Truth of alt this, rill by Faith they 
can look-withiathe-Vail, till by Faith. they can- An- 
tedate Heaven, . and bring down_the bright Re- 
fleQions of eternal Glory into thar own Hearts, the 
havg no reſpe& to the Recompence of the Reward. 
For thaw can be have reſpet to Heaven iavd Glory, 
to.eternal. Life and Happunels..in the; World to come, 
who Believes them not ? 


THE Sun is a Glorious Body, but that's undiſcern- 
able tea Blird Man, who wants an Eye to behold the 
Luſtre and Sptendour of it : So though the Recom- 
pence of Reward. be tranſcendently Glorious, and 
ten thoulind times more Radiant "than the Stn in it's 
Noon-day brightneſs, yet an Unbeliever .can.have_no 
reſpect to it, as wanting an Eye of Faith fo diſceyn all 
©: There 6. adark Milt upon Eternity ta all Un- 

levers ; thev are Jed by carnal Reaſon, and will 
therefore believe no more than what Senſe diſcovers : 
but now Faith, that gives a, preſerit Subliſtence to fu- 
ture. Glory, and. is the convincing Evidence of/bings 
boped for, of Heaven, and eternal Feligity, though as 
yet anſecn. Reb. 11, 


SENSE cannot out-fee time, nor look beyond the 
Grave z but Faith gives the Soul a clearer Proſpect of 
Eternity, and (hews ir under all Aflictions, & far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
So then, when by Faith we can look intv” another 
World, 


i Sd. Lt 
png CIR 


' For ie Cooforr of Sto Stow's Mourners. 17: 


World, beheving 'that verily t there is « Reward for 
the Righteoos 3 when by: Faith we can |: 
hearts of the Glory roy cher proj Boy Fongennan hemde! 
Sows to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirir 


laſting, then we have Reſpett ro the Recompence of the _ 
Reward. 


. FIDVETALLY to o apply sf ng 
har which we believe ſhall be the Recompence where» 
with the Lord' will eternally Crown -»s. | Thus Moſes: 
whilſt he refuſed/tb be called the! Son'of* Pharoab's' 
Daughter, mn the T the _ 

Riches than the Treatures 


pre= 

ng ap dryer ob the 
k e of the Reward. ' Tocome to'the Lord 
in ways of Obedience, believing him to-be a 
Rewarder of-all that diligently ſeek him , is fome- 
thing : but whery we appropriate- God. for a Portion 


to our ſelves, ſaying with T j My y 54 
God, and beer hum to bave pre 


yer " conceive of, then' we have ReſpeR. indeed gothe 
Recompence of the Reward. 


THE Church of Rome, | confels bath Anathe- 
miatized Jobs Panerg urge it apon Believers, -as their 


18 of Profpet#. of Heawenh Glory, 
to de!-expeRted hy-mertin Pavticular 4 this-they do-| 
claim againſt as-the-firſt; born-of-all Abſurdities : Byt 
beliere.it Chriſtians, without: this particuiar Appro- 
priztion 'of Goff and; Chriſt, and Eterns! Glory to 
our:ſelyes,, our. Faith will thring us no more Peace, yo 
more Comfort, no more Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, than. 
for Lazarus to hear there was Food enough in Drves's 
en:be. mizht-oet Þ.\mnweh\ as 'tafte. of the 
that-fel- from that Rich Man's Table! Hagar 
hatin Welliof Water-bard'by ber; but: for, all: that 
ſhe: {ns weeping,” ſo Jong as tht Jaw-it/met-: Thas 
Chniſtjan, though Gud and Chriſt and the Kingdom 
of ' Heaven , with all he Glory therecf--lye before 
thee; Yet fo as thau loakeſt not vpon Cod as thy 
Portion, -upan. Chriſt as thy Saviour, and upon the- 
Kingdam of - Heaven) as thy: Eternal. lnberitance, na 
winder ;though thou./ werp,! and: go monericy, foagh 
day to-day!::For tis:oÞly reſpettto God and Ghriit, 
to Heaven 8nd Eternal Glory, as things wherein. we 
car {rlves. have an: Intereſt, that can effectually com- 
Souls, and- make us: rejayee with Joy uns 


fort or - 

ſpeakable,and full of Glory. : 

2 ST-R»LV Ewe thep::itd Jock. ppoht Heaven and 
myers prepare: for;:u9) 1 Particular, (002 
look opan a: t of Righteouſneſs 3s laid; vp for us, 
and then we have reſpet indeed! to the Ree c 
of the Reward! Though, Chriſtian, thou canſt not 
fay 'Riches- are thine, Ye2.fes thar-thou cavft May 
Grace :and Glory are vhwe; and. that 115: much better. 
When once _— 7 , though; pow: I Sow in 
Tears; yet anon 1 tha-Reap' inJoy 3 though now I 
walk in Sackclbth, yet | BialbIberuly he cloathed/ up- 
on with/'the White Rube of eternal Glory ; though 
] be wow Poor: in this Werld, yet far- all. thity, 1am 
Rich in Faith, and/ Hew-apparent to the moft glorions 
Kingdom that. ever »£ye \beheld though: 1 put—_ 
among 


—— 


For. the Comfore of Siows Moutuers. to 


amongſt the' Pots, m like the Doves of the 
Valley, F t eters Heaven, ca (@y, above 
r 


malt +'dwelt for'ever- 
for 


Cod ; 


3. SERIOUS LY toconfider 
and often to be modit ating upon them. | 
motion, nor now and* ther! a tranſient thought abour 


' 


> 


5 


Lt 


: 
: 


is 
IT 


W HEN: God would have Abrabar take a 
of Canaan, he called him up into the Momtiin ef 


i 


-(0 Neceſſe eft igitur . in attions y wer{are 
fan 14, emma enim querit llud de gro-nen rogitat- 
enant. i Colob. c. 3. v, 1. Page 244 -; _ -; 


Nebe, 


20 A ProſpetÞ of Heevenly Glory, 


Nebs, to the top: of Piſgah: So, would | we ever 
take a | of- the Holy: Land. j the- Promiſed/ 
Canaan, the Heavenly. Jeruſalem, as that which muſt 
be the Reward: of all our Labours; the way' is to go! 
up unto the Mountain of Nebe,.. even to the bigheſt 
Piſgab of Heavenly Meditations, Such is the Power: 
of Holy Meditation, that it ſets a Man upon the 
Shoar of Eternity, it carries him with Pa! up into' 
the Third Heaven, and brings 'bim; notwithfand ivg? 
any Gaming Sword of Worldly- oppoſition to: keep 
him out, into the Paradiſe of God ; fo-that 'now the 
can ſee the Beauties, taſte the Pleaſures, and clearly 
take a view of the” Glofies of. "the "World to Tome. 
Whilſt Srephen was ſtedfaſtly lacking towards Hea- 
ven, he ſaw the Glory of God, and Chriſt, ſtanding; 
at his Right Hand-:, Thus Chriſtians, we never ger 
fo full a -Praſpc& of God, and | Chrift,/ and 'Eternal 
Glory, as when we fſcrioufly meditate 'Heaven, ſicd- 
faſtty. fixing; our thoughts on! the World to come: 
We Read:of Eljjab, that be was: earricd vp 'to'Hea- 
ven in, a fiery Chariot»: + Thus: Holy. Meditation,/ir 
would- carry us ebove”the Clouds, it wou!d give us 
Poſſeſlion of Heaven before we come there, and ſet us 
in the mid{t/of all: the Glory and Ro\alties: of E- 
ternal Life,-as if+they'were already preſent. - Hrayens 
ly thoughts are as ſo many” fteps towards our Eternal 
Reſt : When by theſe therefore we Travel every day 
to the-City of God; and delightfully walk therein 
when-every 'day we fake, a3 it were, 2 turn or, two 
in Paradiſe, ſeriouſly Meditating : Heaven; together 
with the glory that ſhall ſhortly be revealed 1n us, 
then we have RelpeRt indeed tov the-Recampetce of 
the Reward. | 


4 E ARNESTLY to deſire and long for it. 
When we fee fo mnch of the Excellency, Worth, ard 
Glory of the World to come, that we grom within 
ourſelves, 


7 
7 


curſelves, deny with all our hearts-to-get ont of 
theſe Honſes of Clay, and to be doathed* upor! with 
oar Houſe which is from Heaven, ther we'have reſpe& 
to' the R e& of the Reward,” 2. Cor, 
2, When Pail tYad' once been age of Bw | 

Third Heaven, and ſeen the Paradiſe . his Note 
was ever after, I deſire to be difſolved and to be with 
Chriſt ; Thus the Soul thar hath a reſpect ralithe' 
Recompence 'of the Reward , - be bath beer in rite 


he can never” be ſoon with- Chrift, he can 
never ſoon enough get above the World; and Sin; and 
Temprations ; he*can never be foon enongh with God 
in Glory ; Oh! when ſhall it be? They that have 
the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, cannot chule bat” have 
their eyes always fixed upon the Recompence of the 
Reward, earneſtly deſiring the time of Harveſt, when 
they ſhalt Reap a full Crop of Eternal HappiaeG, 
and Glory in the Heavenly Canaan. 


AS Noal's Dove was reſtleſs, finding no place 
whereapon to ſet the fole of her foot, till ſhe came 
mto the Ark : fo, Chriſtians, if your eyes are rightly 
fixed upon the*Recompence of the Reward, you wi 
find your ſelves carried out after ' Heaven and Glory 


= in a reftte(s manner, and will never fir down” farisfy- 


ed, till you come to reſt in the Bolome of God's E- 
ternal Love.” Never,Chriſtians,did Rache/ more long 
for Children, nor David for the Waters of Berhle- 
hem, nor Abſa'om to-Tee the King's Fact, then Jr 
Sonls will long for the glorious Liberty-of the Chil 
dren of God; to be drinking the Waters" of Life in 
the Heavenly:Paradiſe, and to come to the Beatffical 
Viſion of Gud in Glory, whert you (hall ſee him Face 
te Face, in caſe you hive an eye rightly fixed apon 
th& Recompence of the Rewar.| ! SER 


A Profpett of Heavenly Gloty, 
FE t argpage of avery Solmhole oye Þ Tie 
fixed upon —_—— it © es OY 
, ſpeaking. forth his deſires. after God, 0h that 
p where to find bim, 1 rmght come even 10 bis 


ſeas! Fob 23. 3: Such. a is impr with 


holy defirs. and. longings after God in Glory, and 
with thele the Soul travels all the day long, crying 
out-with the Church, in the Revelations, as in pain to 
be delivered from. under the bondage of, Sin aud. Cor- 
tuption, into Heavenly Glory. 


G IV E. the Soul Riches, give it Honours, give it 
all the Plealures that can be t of to. ravith the 
hoorr, of a Carnal Man, yet. baviog, an eye. rightly 

xed 'upon the Recompence of Reward, in vain [hall 
you ſeek, by theſe, to bribe it out of, its holy defires, 
and longings after God in Glory. For ſcorning and 
trampling upon them all, as unworthy to come in 
competition with God, it even breaketh through deſire 
after him, and can truly fay.of God, with holy Dawid, 
Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee ? and there is none 
upon Earth that T deſire beſide: thee! Plal. 73. 25. 


'T IS. juſt with the Soul as with ſome: Women in 
the time of their Impregnature,. who if they. ſee any 
thing, when they ;3re , with Child, that they. have a 
mind-.to, they malt kave it, or elſe. they..will long 
and dye, for 1t;  Thas, the Soul, that by Fajth: bath 
got a light of Heavenly Enjoyments ;'now the heart 
of fuch. a Soul it js {et upon Heaven, and he muſt have 
Heayen, upon.& Crown of Life, and. he mult haye a 
Crown, +of Life, upon, God ard- Chriſt, and Eternal 
Glory, avd -he maſt haye them all together, or clſc 
( give him what -you can ) he will long. and die un- 

whed ! " 


THERE 


—I Caſe 


LE 


f Tow; Thorne 23 


"THERE i is fo much of rhe 


bod Ls <=2 of R 
nt of living any longer 


without 
ou did -in qa ba, caſe; Why are pb Chariots 
aut in 


mans | apd, : be wheels 
Chery ?. I oy, ble reed mak = =_ _ 
avemgbe punt ains of Spices 
will the day break and the ſhadows fiy away, that 1 
may ſee my_beloved in his Glory ? \ When will be 


may wo % betty be his Eternal 

Love ? 2 When will he tai ws by th havin lea 
me oy pre Wilderneſs of this World, into - the 
anaan ? When will be rebuke the Winds 

yy , that will gi give me po reſt in. this Trouble- 
ſome World, a fe we Gi on the Shgar of Eternal 


row, and. Si 
done: away, { may. be with t | 
when ſhalt T once ſee that bleſſed day ! 


NOW, What is it, I. befeech you, after. which 
your bearts do.thas ſtxongly breathe, thus infatiably _ 
gairſf, chus impart ?_ If Riches will not 

tity, but you mult have a-Treaſare in Heaven ; if 
Tommy Honout- will not OO but Yoha muſt have 

om Chriſt himſelf; if 


Gb rown” of -Rig him 
al Patras oye nol arg, but you maſt have 
that 


pO TE A 


- 
PEAR RC Rr —_— 
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ER is tn "God's Preſence, and 
thoſe Pleaſures wh t Hand for ever» 
more; if,” in" a word," the/Life now” is, will not 
ſatisfy, but yon muft, though You dye for 1t,"go live 
for ever with Chriſt in-Glory 3 why then, there is no 
doubt, Chriſtians, but with Moſes, you have an eye 
to the R ce of Reward, For then onr Jo 
is rightly fixed vpen the Recompence 'of Reward , 
when our Souls are carried out in ftrong defires after 
God, and Chriſt, and' Eternal Glory, ,as obr only 
Happineſs ! DFT 


5. T'O be by the conſideration of it, exceedingly ent - 
rouraged ro diligence; and patient Waiting kpon God, 
#n all the ways of 'Obeditner, that whatforver rhe Lori 
ſhall Call ' us out ro 40 or ſuffer, we may with chearful- 
weſs widevgo it all” This '3s that; 1 confeſs, ' which 
fome will not- endure;xaMing-us that as we are to give, 
looking for nothing” apain, fo we arc to walk in all 
cutiful Obedichce *befote God, doing Arid Toffering 
whatever "he calls us vut''ro, wither taking any in- 
| _ _—— at'all thereto from” tlie Recompence of 

eward : Bot certainly-the me Ghoſt hath given 
us, in Holy Writ, fuch abundant ion, 'concern- 
ing the lawfulneſs of Tdking | incouragetient from the 
Recompence of Reward, to 'folow hatd after Gud in 
all rhe ways' of Obedience; that 50 'Chyiltian need 
perplex \hiarfelf 'upon "that Jtcommr.* '( x ) For” is not 
_ the great | gy God, po pany A gre of 
Life, Happi ani Erernal Glory to thule that 0- 
bey Tins 5m to incourage ts foal dutifal and 
obedient, walking before 'him. - God hath tyed' ot 


" Work and our Wages tdgetiter, 'thit cxpeRing to 


(s) Juft iti, operants dabitur, Corona : Ne qni-j4- 
ftitiam eperetar, [egneſcens oneri laboris ſuceumbat 
; I EETIVE 


OO 
% 
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receive from 'bim- at death, the Wages 'of Ercrnal ' 
Glory, we might work the more chearfulty for” ttim 
all our life : And, that we may not look upon the way, 
of Daty as tedious, nor count his Commandments 
grievous, he hath ſer up a Crown of Life at the end 
of Duty, and afſared us, That in ing his Com- 
mandments there is great Reward, Pal. 19. 11: 


Reward. And truly, if to be incouraged ina way of 
Obedience, by the Notomprnce of Reward, may be 
conltrued a juſt forfeiture of a Mans ingenuity, as 
ſome would bear us in hand, I (ce 'not { formy 
how' we ſhall be able- to excuſe any of God's: 
Children,.no nor our Blefſed-Lord himſelf, but 
confels them to have been aRed- by -a ay 6 | 
ſervile Spirit, CUEnh yet to do, were the | 
of all horrid ies. ) For, t 

have been written in Capital 
from the wing of a glorious -Seraphim, yet it 
not have been more plain and legible, than the 
Ghoſt hath already expreſſed is, that the molt hoty, 
Fore wry ra 3 CE _ : 
not accepted, an r their incouragement, Mm, 
Te OY Obedience, to the Recompence of the 


WHAT ſe did holy 2do/es,but incourge hitt- 
ſelf to (offer Affliction with God's People, by the con- 
ſideration of Life and' eternal Ony in Heaven, pre-, 

red f God from Eternity, for all that Love him? 

as not this alſo the Paradice'of thoſe Primitive Mar- 


ryrs, who took joyfully the ſpoiling: of their Goods, 
EZ having 
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_— this as their great Incouragement thereto, that 
they knew themſelves to have in Heaven, 4 better, 
and more enduring Subſtance f Heb. 10, 34. 


THE like we may ſay of thoſe other: Worthies, 
who ſcorned all earthly Injoyments, that their Perſe- 
cutors could offer,as Allurements to inſnare them, net ' 
accepting Deliverance from them upon any baſe and 
unrighteous Terms, but were endued with ſuch a 
Galantry, and Chriſtian Reſolution, that rather than 
diſhonour God in the leaſt, rather than caſt a little 
Incenſt upon the Altar, in honour of the Idol, for the 
ſaving of their Lives, they would dye the Death, they 
would be Slain with the Edge of the Sword, they 
would be Stoned, they would be Burned, and Sawn 
alunder, having this ſirong and everlaſting Conſola- 
tion, incuuraging them with Patieuce to _—_— all 
this barbarous and inhumane Cruelty, that they 
to obtain @ better Reſurrection, even a Reſorrettion 
ro Life, and eternal Glory, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Heb.. 11. 


PUT waving theſe and the like Inſtances, F ſhall 
give Lyon an Inſtance, againſt which, none can except, 
t'thoſe whoſe-proud Spirits would make them feem 
"more Holy than+Holineſs-it ſelf, and that- is of Qur 
bleſſed Redeemer, concerning whom it is thus Writ- 
ten; That for the Foy ' which was ſet before bim, he 
endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame. Heb. 12. 2. 


I ſhall not hence take occaſion to determine, whe- 
ther the Sorrow,: the Croſs; and the Humiliation of - 
Chriſt, R__ en PENGs wo > the An- 
tecedent of his Joy, his Crown, and his Exaltation at 
the Right Hand % God in' Glory, as being wholly 
Excentrick to my preſent Deſign” :;. But, lerthe de- 
cilion of that famous Controverſy from this rent, ve 

wit 


For the Comfort of Sion's Mourners, 29%. 


what it wiHl, yet 1 think the Apoſtle's words do con- 
cludingly Evince thus much, That Chriſt an 
cye to Ins Mediatory Glory, and Exaltation at Go 
ight Hand in Heaven, was i ed chores wh 
Patience, to undergo that moſt execrable, painful, and” 
ignominious Death of the Croſs, for our Sakes. 


DO not then Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of this holy 
Practice any longer, but having an Eye ftedfaſtly fixed 
upon the Recompence of the Reward, be incouraged 
thereby toall diligent and upright walking before God, 
in wayes of Obedience, whatever it coft you. 


IF the _ of the Worth for yard iecgri_y, Frome 
upon you, and hate-you, let this 4ncourage you to 
it faſt, that God himſelf will! Smile upon you, and 
afford you his Loving kindneſs, which is better, 
Life. (b) If becauſe you cannot comply 
Men of the World, in their finfol and ungodly Pra- 
Riſes, they ſhould caſt you into Priſon, yer let this 
—_— you ſtill to keep cloſe with God, that he will 
ſhortly knock off your Fetters, and take you up into 


Manſions of eternal Glory. If you meet with any. . 


Croſs in Heaven's way, let this inconrage you with Pa- 
trence to undergo it, that cer long ſhall receive 
from ny Crown of Rightcou f,ina 
word, any fabtil Perſecutors, wee ere you in- 
joyment of Life and Liberty, on tion that you 
will but comply with them, and do as they do, why, 
let the Hopes of obtaining a better Reſurredtion, that 


(h) Aﬀecit te aliquis ignominia ? Onuin tw ad cam 
ſuſpice gloriam, que repoſe eft in cali. TFattura 
rerum tuarum adijſti ? Oculos imprime fexins cole» 
ſtibus divitijs. Patrione ſolo excluſua es ? At patri- 
am babes caleftem Hieruſalem, 


E 3 


_— 
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is to ſay, a Reſurreftion to eternal Life and Glory, in 
the Kingdom of God ;, let this incourage you to 
the motion, not accepting Deliyerance them, up- 

any ſuch diſhonourable, and unrighteous Terms ; 
For, when for the Joy which is ſet before us, we can 
do any thing, part with any thing, and ſuffer any 
thing,with Patience,that God calls us to, chuſing rather 
to indure the moſt exquiſite Torments, than in the leaſt 
to Diſhonuur our God, why, then we bave an Eye in- 
deed to the Recompence of the Reward, © 

6. TO deſign in a your Obedience, the Salvation 
of your own Souls, making this the great end of your 
Lrves, that at length you may attain to the full injoy- 
ment of God in Glory. Here alſo I confeſs the Truth 
meets with fome Adverſarics, who do tel} us, That to 
make Heaven the end of our Duties, ſecking in all oor 
Ob&lence, our own Happineſs, our own Glory, our 
own Salvation, is Mercenary, and utterly inconſiſtent 
with the free Writ cf a Chriſtian ; But the truth 
is, if we conſult holy Scripture, we ſhall find this Pra- 
Giice "ſo far from being Mercenary, and inconſiſtent 
with the free Spirit of a Chriſtian, that be is unworthy 
the Name cf a' Chriſtian, who, in all his Obedience, 
and Performances,' is 11ot found fo doing. For, if 
Ckriſt himſelf hath Commanded us, That we ſhould 
Jeek the Kingdom of God, and the Ki 
of i That: we ſhould Lay up for our 


a Chriſtian, who, was the Authority of Chriſt, 
cares for rione of theſe things, but: careleſly goes on in 


a way of Duty, as if Heaven and Glory were not worth 
the looking after f + ; LARS AN Ba 


YOU 
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Y O'] may Believe it, Sire / the main Errand upon 
which God ient you _ the World, was to work of 


hi Salv 
oof, al. is (GIey, Bt your 09. 


yen Sloane 8 ape by os 


yu! 


you 


EERE A iT Stray Ex 
my ants ;, mm; of they 
of him thax Worketh : And thoogh in ſome cas, 


they are d ,.1f not contrary to one another, yet 
in the Caſe now ſpoken of, they are £0-incident, and 
both'of them materially the ſame thing, (7) For, not 
only dorh the Scriptare inake Salvation the end of 
Faith and .Obedi oat. gle. of pains: 

felves, Believing and Obeying the Lord, when it teac 
es thiem to work our their ain Salvation with fear i 


renbling. 1. Pet. 1, o. Phil. 2, 12, 


CCL—_—_—_—_ 


4 —_— 4 4 «1 ———— 


regnum cuſus nullus eft fins # 
lib. 22. cap.” 70; 


hl _- 


(1) Nam quis alins ws welt i. if reins ad 
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BE not therefore ſuch enemies to your own. Souls, 
as to negle&t that Happineſs, which , in all Your 
Obedience, would have you to look after, but now 
ſee that you make Heaverrand eternal Glory the great 
end of your Life. Whilſt others are deſigning: to 
make ttiemſclves Rich, and Great, and Honourable in 
the World, Oh! let it be the grand defign of your 
Sovls to furprize Heaven, and to take, by an Holy 
Violence,the Kingdom of God, Max. 11. 12. 


1 F, Chriſtians, you would make a gain of Godlineſs, 
be ſure then that by a!l holy and godly Canverſati- 
on, yeu gain for yourſelyes, in Heaven, a Crown of 
Life. Reſt nor ſatisfied with the low and beggarly 
injoyments of this World, but now fee that. you let. 

our Aﬀections on things above, endeavanring to lay. 
bod on aernal Life. Your preſent life js_ a flitti 
ſhadow ,, a vaniſking bubble, a day, which, th 
never fo pleaſant, muſt yet have the dark Curtains of 
death drawn over it, and cannot be long ; but the 
lite which is to come, is a.leaf never fading, a light 
ever ſhining, and ſuch a day as ſhall know no evening. 
Tell me then, which” is molt rational,” to ſeak aſter, 
that life, and thoſe Pleaſures which, are loſt almoſt as 
ſoon as found : 'or after that Life, and thoſe unfadable 
Pleaſares, which, being ance found, can never be loſt 
nor taken away from us, Luke 10. 42. © * 


(DLE AR N now toprefer true Happineſs before de- 
ceitful Riches,cternal Comforts before ſhort in;joyments, 
and thoſe things that will prove everlaſtingly advyan- 
tageous to your ' Souls, before the 'Pleaſures of Sin, 
which are but for 2 Seafon. © God doth not grudge 


" (A) Preferantur vera falſis eterna. brevibns, utilia 
jucundis, Lactant. de vero, Cult. c, 21, P. 123. R 
445 that 
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that you would ſeek your (elves io his 
red bave you. 09.1995 ajer Agr 
par rag hd erg - 


endure to & vemalþer 1 _ There is @ kind 

of Ambition, Lan FP I ord bath 

only allowed, > > wotodk us to, and tar th 
an 


we ſhould aim at,and. ſeek after a Kingdom. 
earthly Kingdom, rom which, we may ſoon fall ; but 
an Heaven] ly Kingdom,which connot where- 
in we ſhall reign with Chriſt for ever and (ever. 
Revel, 22. 5- Here then is a whet-ſtone to di 
and mgtter for our ambitious I warrant 
to be working upon. hn > Gol 
tence of ſerving them,you ſee wn w_ 
of theit Crowns and Kingdoms, wil] © dal with youu 
Traytors; . but the King of eternal Glory 
better pleaſed, with you, than ys = in pry ind 
'0u- aim at a Crown of Life, tare 1-9 
offeſlion of the” Kingdom of Heaven. For, then 
have reſpeR mw to the Recowpence of the Re- 
vor when, by patient . continuance in  welt-ling; 
ek for Glory, . Hongar and: : Go wil hors 
es ore You. need-not., to doubt but 
ly render unto [you eternal Life, Rom, 2: : 


(1) THINK PE EEE | 


me too long, for the gaining of eternal Glory inthe 
fo [upon uncertain LY of a 
fading. Kingdom, whoſe foundation. is 'in the daſt, 
Men will ihe fach pains Ting ol: ap iy cut 
hazarding, not only t Life ic ſelf 
ſhould we do then, LAY conteinn the World, run the 
hazard of greateſt Sufferings, and move chearfull 


(!) Nullus | labor thre: nullam tempus longum, qua 
Efernitatis gloria comparatur. 


forward 


y * 
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forward in alt the ways of Obedience towards the 
rown 
not de Woved, towards a City that” hath apyack 
ons, whoſe builder and” maker is God ? For, 22 
who ever contemning the oy Enjoymen 
this 1ife, ror in the ways of Obedience after 
Heavenly Glory, why, God the Righteous Judge of 
Vorld, will wake ſych an one meet to 
dh of the Inheritance of Saints in tight, and will 
honour him at length with a Crown of Eternal Life. 
Wintſt, Chriſtians, you ſeek ater, the ways of O- 
bedience, the Rec e of the Reward * 
have then a dae ecomp unto it, and ſhall rlerebig in 
no cafe loſe your Rewards, 


"THUS you ſee what it is to haye ſpe to the 
Recompence of the Reward ; you muſt Fly be» 
leve that there-is a 'Reward for the Righteogs ; you 
maſt fiducially apply it to your felves, d; you wleh 
you in 4 ty all be Crowned with ; 
often meditate Ro be ſpending your Troop 

after 


_ Hea ; you Goats (Hy lon 
Erernal, ring to oat with your 
Hoaſe which-3s fron Heayen';, you aint woe in- 


Gs from the Glory that "Thall ſhoftly be re 
vealed in you, to keep cn with God, .in ways of 
Obedience, whatever it ban 1m and you muſt alſo 
by patient continuance 'of ſeek for Glory, 
Honour, and Immortality , makmg this the great 
end of your Lives, 'that way work gat you! own 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; arid fo ;you 
need--nor_ doabe, but ya! have 4 due reſpe@ "unto 


0 OO” SO I" "7 I "I" al 


TY _—_— "» ; 


(n) Oils MIS nb w_ virtute calcaverit, 
arbiter +46 _ er-verax ad lucem, vitam que per- 
petuan /uſc; cher. Lat. en vit. Beat, ad in! 


- -Heavenly 


'eternal Life, towards a Kingdom that can- 
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Heavenly -Glory, and have rightly fixed your eyes 
upon ther eternal Recompence of Reward, which God 
hath ſet before you. 


MM. 


es tt 


——_——————. _ 7 


CH AP. IV. 
The Dodtrine explain'd ; further ſhewing bow 


we mu heve veſpett, in our 


fo 
the Recompence of the Reward ; In Six 
other Particulars. 


I. "I 50 nn, coding IN 

firſt reſolved npon, comes next' to he clear- 

is; The-manner bow you are to have reſpe& to the 

Kecom Ld EE 

neſs, I ſhall endeavour to explicate in theſe ſuble- 
quent Propoſitions. 


1- W E are to have reſpect, in onr Obedience, to 
the Recompence "ofthe Reward, not Princepdily, but 
Secendarily, and with due Subordination to" God's 
Glory. Heaven and Glory may be the ſubordinate 
ground and end of our Obedience ; but they art mor 
to be made the ſupream ground, nor the ultimate 
end of our Obedience. (#) We may'eye them ſc- 
condarily, and” with ſabordination to God's Glory 2: 


"I 


; debermus merce- 
dem beatitudinis, wt ſecurny et ardentins deum dili- 
gamns in eternium, Davenant. Col. 1, $+ Þ. 4 6. = 
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bat not- primarily before, nor ſupreamely and above, 
the Glory 'of God, oh 


GOD hath, indeed, fo inſeperably conjoyned hig 
own Glory and Man's Salvation together, that they 
cannot poilibly be divided, nor put aſunder : but yet, 
as 'tis {aid of them in the Reſarre&tion, God will have 
every thing in ic's own order, we may intend the 
. Salvation of our own Souls, making that an inferiour 
and ſubordinate end in our Obedience, however, that 
which we ought to make the ſupream, and the ulti- 
mate end of all, is the glory of God: For the glory 
of God ( you muſt know ) it's the greateſt good ;, 'tis 
the P ion and united ſplendour of all the —_— 
Rayes of his other Attributes, infinitely ſorpaſting the 
glory of all Created Excellencies, and therefore more 
to be preferred than the Salvation of the whole World ; 
better all the World ſhould | be Damned, and go to 
Hell for ever, than that God vver all bleſſed for ever, 
ſhould not be Glorified. And truly, when we go about 
to ſubordinate the glory of God to our own Salvati- 
on, making eternal Life and Happineſs, our ultimate 
end, 's Glory ſ{ubſervient to that, we commit 
an a& of the grandeſt Sacriledge, as doing what in us 
lyes, to take the Crown from God, and ſet it upon our 
own heads, | 


GOD + willing to give us Heaven, to give us Life 
and Immortality, with any thing that may conduce to 
our eternal Happineſs, but his own Glory ; and-that 
he profeſſeth he will not give- to any other”: The 
Benefit, the Comfort, the eternal Recompence of all 
our Obedience ſhall be our own, but the Glory and 
Praiſe, that doth wholly belong to God, and muſt 
more be regarded than our own Salvation. What 
Pharoah ſaid to Joſeph, baving ſet him over all the 
Land of e/£gypr, {nr the Throue will 1 be greater than 


thou, 


"Fir the Comfort of Siow's Mowrners, 35 


thou, the like ( methinks') God (aith-to us ;/ 'I 
have ſet you over the works of my hands, v 
you eternal Life and Happineſs, with -all-the” 

rhings of Heaven, that lye before 'yon'," yet” on” the 
Throne will F be greater than you, and” my glory 
you' muſt ſeek. in the. firſt place, endeavouring'to ſet 


£ 


the Crown upon my head; Ger, 41. 40. 


{ 0) *'T FS not ſufficient that in well-doing we pro- 
feſs our ſelves. willing; by tbe ſame a&t'of ience, 
both to obtain for our lelyes the Rec of Re- 
ward, and alſo to promote the glory of | 
muſt here folicitouſly” beware, that 'we make not the 
Recompence of Reward oar ultimate end; giving that 
the preheminence of God's glory. | For, where there 
are divers ends ſubordinate to: each- other, that which 
of it's own nature, is the moſt excellent, muſt-al 
be accounted of in the firſt place, and moſt chiefly had 
regard unto, . 


(>) EHE eye of the Soul (faith Cartluſter) 
in all our Obedience is rather to be fixed upon God's 
glory than our own Reward : and we ſhould rath 


nw . 


—_— Ao 


( o ) Neqme boc ſatis eſt, ut quis -dixerit ſe vwelle 
refFe agends,,et preminm conjequs propoſitum ," et: deo 
eadem opera parere : videre autem oporteat, ne merceds, 
et premo primas partes dederit, quia ſemper inter fines 
ut tarum quegue natura * preitantior eſt, ila priori 
Toco habers debet. Pet. ye in Lib, Jud. ; 


-. (p) agis convertendus eft oculus mentis ad dei 
 bonorem, quam ad propriam mercedem ; potin{que induc; 
debemus ad bene "agendum, ac patiendnm ex divine 
ANmare, quam Temunerationss defederio + alter / fer Hs 
mnercenarij, non ſerui fideles, neque amich 1 

is Locum. | 
4 : be 


# 


; but we - 
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be induced to do well, and to ſuffer, by an impulſe of 
divine 'Love, than by the defire 'of a Recompence ; 
otherwiſe we ſhould ſhew ourſelves to be Mercenaries, 
and neither faithful Friends, nor Servants. - As they 
pr ou the 'Moon and Stars, they have'an innate light 
their own, but it's nothing in compariſon of that 
mutuaritious light which they receive from the Sun : 
So God's People, they have, ani lawfully may have, 
an eye to thar own Salvation in what” they do, but 
that which: they make the principal, and moft noble 
£nd of all their Obedience, is the glory of God. 


- -(8)-T HE Servant of the Lord { faith the devour 
Granatenſis, Lib. de Perfett. Amoris dei. c. 13. p. 
156.) un what he doth, looks not {6 much at the Re- 
| of his good Works, as that every thing may 
be in them conducing to the greateſt” adyance- 
ments of God's glary. Though then, Chriſtians, you 
may have an eye to your own Salvation, to eternal 
Happineſs, to the Recompence of Reward , making 
that the end ;of all your Obedience; yet remember, 
*tis but an ioferiour (end : that which you” ought to 
make theultimare, and chiefeft end of all, is-the glory 
of God. If a Man ſhould ſtop at a Colony and give 
over Reading there before he came to a Full-paint, 
the Sentence would be imperfet : Thus, Chriſtians, 
your Salvation is \but a Colon at firſt, God's glory is 

-the Full-point ; if therefore you ſtop at your own 

- Salvation, not lovking beyond 1t tothe Glory of God, 

. why, let-me tell you, there js not onePerfet Sentence 

to ſpeak for. you in the whole contexture of all your 

Obedience, but they arc every one of them imperfeR,” 


o(q ) Servus domini in rebus atendid, non tam in- 
. tretur ſucceſſuom, et fruttum operum , quam ut fiat | 
ipſis omne illud, quod ſpeftat ad gloriam dei. i 
| | : 


and will ſignify 
when you ſhall 


wait on the | Handmaid ; | 
Temple z; make our own ger 
ſecondary matrer, our peep . 
be valued more hight y than'the glory of 
which/yet is the inoſt Scble/and Priniph | 
We never ſhoot' ſo: far befide the mark, 
2im more at onr own Bleſſedneſs, than c 
God, over all bleffed' for ever. 'I8'other miſcatrr) 

we violate God's holy Law, but in this we - 
his glorious Dignity, endeavonri 
lyes, to-Un-god him, and 
ſelves upon the Throne of his: G 'et 

lay bois yrs God'vginey, yeeſering your wirn 5 
oa before that, ket + repel the pM egg rt 
once -did the' unchaſte ity -of is 'amorous 
Miſtreſs. The Lord hath commited all that he harh 
to my hand ; there 'is none” greater amongſt all his 
than my elf 3 the Lord hath given me'his 
own'Son vit-of ins'Boſome 3 Fl rn 
he hark- given the-rhe -hope-cf Life, of Heaven, and 
eternal Happineſs, neyher hath he kept back any good 
thing from- rae; bur his own glory , becauſe that" only 
belongs to him & How then, ſhall 1 dothis great wick- 
_— Remo oi la OY hands upon his 
glory -f How 1 Sp Aha vation,my own 
, it, and fm againſt 


Life, wy ofny HappintS "before ty, « 


GL Y 


ah A ——_— —_— tat. at. - 


nd 


(r Y'S1 ſali-nefFra famula, "et gloria ae; Lama, 
wor -oporter poſtervorss loca nos 'gfominam pmere, 'at fa 
milan: iniquo jure preferre. 


REMEMBER, 
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REMEMBER, Chriſtians, though | you. may 


ſeek your ({elyes, you may ſeek Heaven, and. Life, a 


eternal Happineſs , yet -not inthe rſt -place , the 
honour of God, why that muſt lye next your heart, 
andthe glory of God -wuſt be- muſt in your eye, as 
not being -a ſubordinate end, like your own Salvation, 
bur the prigcigal end of” all-- God's glory muſt be 
the Termings Reduttivas, to which all our Obedience 
muſt be redaced, as-the ultimate end of it. Ever 
Chriſtian is a Spiritual Archer, and God's glory, mu{ 
the mark hat 'he ſhbpts- 2t. He. is a, Spiritual 
Traveller, and though he may take np his lodging at 
his .own- Salvation, yet- God's glory muſt be the end 
of his Journey. He is, in a/word, a Spiritual Naviga- 
tor, and though he may caſt forth the Anchor of hope 
at his own eternal Happinels, yet he is like to make 
Shipwreck of - himſelf, :if he go. about- to, put in any 
where elſe for harbour, bur at-the fair haven. of God's 
glory. As all--the Rivers run-into the Sea, and all 
the Lines meet in the Center-; ſo-all our aGions, and 
all the Rivers of our own Happinels, they- muſt meer 
together Concentfing themſelves in God's glory, And 
certainly, Chriſtians, we- never attain the end of our 
Faith, the Salvation of: onr Souls better, than when 
Faith . and | Salvation both are:referred to:the-glory of 
God as their ultimate end. | We never come founer to 
that Reſ#, which remains for. the People of God,than, 
when God's. glory is. made the Center, not-only. of 
the works which we do, but alſo of the Ref? it ſelf 
which we look for, as the eternal ' Reward of them, 
We are never ( in a word )-more ſure to hit the mark 
ff our own Salvation, than when we. aim moſt direQly 
at God's glory. © For then .your reſpe&t to the Re- 
compence of 2 ler is ſuch as Gog would have ir to 
be,. when. you principally ſeck for: Heaven, .and cter- 
nal Glory, that God tlimſelf may thereby be glorifi- 
cd; | 


(2) WE 


own Happineſs before. God's 
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3- WE are to have reſpelt, in our Obedii 1 
Recompence of the Rewird, not mercenarily, thinks 
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forum heareducas, Calvin. 


42 A Profpett of Heavenly Glory, 

reſpe& rightly to. the. Recompence. of the. Reward, 
till we look for it as the free beftowance of our Hea- 
venly. Father, and as the purchaſe of our own 
good deſervings. (3) The Chick of Kome, will tell 
you, indeed, that you muſt Repent, and preform good 
Works, and walk in ata before * and all 
this with an. eye to cternal Happineſs, as Wages for 
Wark, :nd as that which you have dearly bought at 
the hands of God, with the Merits of, your o«n 
Righteouſneſs: But ſince that Bleſſed y (Rem sS. 
18.) hath already pronounced all the AfMiRtions of this 
preſent Life, Martyrdom it felf not excepted,too light 
to be put. in the Ballance with that weight of glory, 
whith abides God's People in the Life to come, What 
are all our Prayers, and HumiFations? What are all 
our. good Works, and Religious Performanres, thar 
theſe ſhould be counted worthy of, and fally com- 
menſurate, in equality of worth and -dignify, to Erter- 
nal Happumeſs ? (w) If by ſuffering and refiſting 
unto Elcod, and dying for Chriſt, we cannot deſerve 
the Recompence of Eternal Glory, in vain then by 
obeying Chriſt, by doing for him, and by livirg to 
him, Nall we think to Merit it. | 'T was a good ſaving 
of ( x Y Arſelme, that though a Man ſhould ſerve God 
never (o fcrvetitly, for a Thouſand Years togetber, yet 


aunt... th —_ a... ith —_— _ th = | 


( # ) Non datiir nobis merces ut mercexarijs, ſed 
hereditas ht filifs tx theſairis patermis. Gravat. de 
Amor. Dei. pag. 20. 

(w ) Superant Certamina Corone , non comparur 
cum laberibus, remunerationes : labor enim pavus eſt, 
ſed magnium luc ſciem ſperatur, Theocoret. 

""( £Y $i' homo mille atins ſerviret eo, etiam fer- 
\ /OALTORRE Hom mereticr ex cordigiio dimidiam diem 
fe m reghs Cooum. Anlelm. de ineniur, Cras. 


Cap. 2. 
: ſhould 


For the Comfort of Slows Mourntri. 43. 


ſhould he not thereby condignty Merit one"talf-ga 
enjoyment of God in Heaven. And traly 


fo valt is the diſproportion betwixt your 

the Reward of Enna Life,which God onhiſed, 

that if a Man ſhould have all the World him 
in compariſon of” 


for ſpeaking a word, it were nothing jn | 
this. For betwixt a Temporal Obediegc and *an 
erent Recompence, - betwixt the work » finite. 
eature, and that of unconccivable gtory, which the 
iofigitely Bleſſed God will beſtow upon p What 
coſhpariſon can You make ? This made N: ryſo- 
ftom affirm, That the godly ſhoald have done 
a whale Million of Obodh, Jr SS | 
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of our own good deſervings, were nothing el{e bat to 
go about, by a kind of Girinaa! (+) Vander, ro 
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at. Cat pres #7 xat wry vparls room nal 
CamMilar, rai rwixduny dur; Soyras mute. Chryſot, 
in Mart. Hom. 79. 

( z\ Tantum ibi gratia divine retributionis ex«u- 
berat , ut incomparabiliter at que ineffabiliter omne 
meritum quanrois bonz et ex deo datzz bhumanz 


vo- 
luntatis, et operations exredar, Fulgent. ad Monim. 


LL 1. 

( a) Nullum opus noſtrum tquale poteſt. efſe vita 
tern, neque iam largitur novis deus ex juſtitia, 
ſed ex 4 liberalitate. Dorand. in 2 Sent."d. 28. 
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rw latis, whatever we do 
or bog 3: x ys, Cc I7. => it's no more than 
what we are oblig: unto ; and furely, in doing oor 
duty, we can Lever lay the (c Y Foundation of crit 
x Glory :. Nor way we think to make a 
tiaſe of the New Jeruſdlem, by paying an old 
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(b) Ii namgne Za vVitd 17 qua cum deo & de 
azo viuuur, nullus poteſt Zquari labor, nulla opera cam - 


ark” © 
-c ec) ” anole & ate woruuty , Ipirg whnyNes TINGEs 
Ehryſoft. ad Rom, Homil. 7. 
Ts) ebemus enim deo, ot nos iplor , et neſtra 


omnia. Cha.n. Tom. 3. lib, 14. cap. 20.pag. 497. 
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«. (g ). Nor dixie fimiliter © fhipernttia juſtiriee * quia 
v 6/f "antreguanm Yonwntraline in wobis:; fon enim 
na/tre labore qualita eſt. Jerom. 

(hb ) Kel bro Sixgins nohatorry, xatiru ere 
yep cepwralſas. Cliryſoft. © 
* (4) Non eſt 4 Nw inryer ub; jam meritam 
eccuperit, Bernard. Cant. 67. © | 
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